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G.C.E. Ordinary Level Examination  2024(2025)/46E/E-I,II 

 

                                       Appreciation of English Literary Texts – Paper  I 

 

                                     Section A   –       Poetry,     Prose     and  Drama 

     Read   the   following    extracts   answer  all   the  questions   given  below   them. 

 

                                                                       I   Poetry 

I (i). “Up there he’s a king on a throne 

but at home you should hear him moan” 

 

a.From where these lines taken? Who is the author. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b.Who is the person referred to in these lines? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

c.What is meant by ‘up there’? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

d.Comment on the theme reflected in these lines. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

I (ii). “They left him just as dusk was falling 

with a hunch-back moon and screech owls calling.” 

 

a.Where do the above lines appear? Who is the poet? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b.What is the situation described here? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

c.What time of the day is mentioned here? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

d.Explain the effect created by the image in these lines. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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                                                                    II   Prose 

 

II (i).“Pearls and pomegranates cannot buy it, nor is it set forth in the market place.” 

 

a.In which work do these lines appear? Name the writer. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b.What is referred to as ‘it’ in this extract? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

c.Who expresses the opinion given in these lines? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

d.What relationship do these lines have with what happens at the end of the story? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

II (ii).“There was absolute clarity and awareness of what was happening at that moment” 

 

a.Name the prose in which these lines appear. Name the writer. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b.What is the moment referred in this line? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

c.How did the speaker face the moment? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

d.What characteristics of a good leader are reflected in these words? Explain two.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

                                                                        III    Drama  

 

III (i).“Here the sexes are equal. I’ll shoot her on principle. But what a woman” 

a.Name the drama where these lines appear. Name the writer. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b.What is the situation that makes the speaker utter these words? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

c.Who is the speaker? 
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………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

d.The speaker seems to be undergoing strong emotions at this moment. Explain atleast two such 

emotions.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

III (ii). “Well, now it’s very nice to have got two pieces of clothes-God bless us!” 

a.What is the play of these lines? Who is the author? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b.Who is the speaker of these words? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

c.When are they spoken? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

d.What impressions of the speaker do you get from these words? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

    

                                                                          Section  B  -   Novels  

 

 

Read the following extract from The Vendor of Sweets and then answer all the questions given below it. 

 

Matters became worse when Mali indicated the girl at his side, “This is Grace. We are married. 

Grace, my dad.” Complete confusion. Married? When were you married? You didn’t tell me. 

Don’t you have to tell your father? Who is she? Anyway, she looks like a Chinese. Don’t you 

know that one can’t marry a Chinese nowadays? They have invaded our boarders……or perhaps 

she is a Japanese. How was one to find out? Any indiscrete question might upset the gentleman 

with the camera. Jagan threw a panicky look at his cousin and fled on the pretext of supervising 

the loading of the baggage into Gaffur’s taxi outside. A small gaping crowd followed them to the 

car murmuring, “He’s cone from America.” Mali took notice of Gaffur by saying, “Jalopy going 

strong?”(which sounded to everyone like the ‘jilebi’ prepared in Jagan’s shop). Jagan and the 

cousin sat with Gaffur in the front seat, leaving the back for Grace and Mali. Gaffur said without 

turning his head, “Why didn’t you bring a car for me?” Jagan feared that Gaffur’s familiarity might 

upset Mali, but the young man, fresh from democratic surroundings, said: “Wish you had told 

me;oh, I sold my Pontiac before leaving.” 
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1.When and where does the incident in the above passage take place? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2.What is Jagan’s reaction to Grace in this incident? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3.Explain the meaning of the following expressions in your own words. 

    a.indiscrete question  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b.threw a panicky look 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

4.What themes of the novel are reflected in this passage? Briefly explain atleast two of them. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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