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%,,Dexciding the final marks
Paper | - 40 MCQ answers (40 x 1) = 40 marks’
Paper Il - Question No. 1 - 10 parts Short a?iqs"wers
‘ (10x2) | = 20 marks
Select 4 Questions from 2-7
™ Question No.2 | - , 2 marks
' ‘ .- - 3marks o
- 5 marks = 10 marks
Question No. 3 f Po- 2 marks
- 3 marks :
W - S5marks = 10 marks
Question No. 4 | - 2 marks
N - '3 marks
M- 5 marks = 10 marks
Question No.5 | - 2 marks
- 3 marks
- 5 marks = 10 marks
QuestionNo.6 | - 2 marks
- 3 marks
m - 5 marks = - 10'marks
QuestionNo.7 | - 5 marks for each part
- 5x2 = - 10 marks
R ’1OX44' - = A0marks
~ Total Marks = 100 marks
~ paperl = = 40 marks
Paper il = 60 marks
Total = 100 marks
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- G.C.E.(O/L) EXAMINATION - 2024 (2025)

Common Techniques of Marking Answer Scﬁpts.

It is compulsory to adhere to the following standard method in marking answer scripts and entering

mark sheets.

1. Bach Assistant Fxaminer should use red colour ball-point pen for marking answer scripts.

2. A purple colour ball-point pén should be used by Chief Examiners.

3. Code number of the Assistant Examiner should be noted down on front page of each answer
script. Enter marks in clear numerals. ' L

4. Write off incorrectly written numerals with a clear single line and authenticate the
alterations with Examiner’s initial. B

5. Bnter the marks of each subsection of a question as a rational number in the given space of
A and the final marks of each question should be entered as 2 total rational number in the
given space of [I by denoting respective question number as well. Use the column assigned
for the Examiners to write marks. - o v ‘

6. Evaluation Mark Finalizer should use blue or black colour pen to verify the accuracy of the

(9 N -

marks.

Example: Question No. 03

) O OO PPSPPPPP
........................................................ N

.......................................................

MCQ answer scripts: (Template)

1.

i.  Mark the correct options on the template according to the Marking Scheme.
ii. - Caut off the marked windows with a blade.
iii.  Cut off the cages for Index Number and the number of correct options so as to be
able to keep the template correctly on the answer script.
iv.  Cut off a blank space to the right of each options column to mark the answers.
v.  Cut off the cages for the subject number and the subject to be clearly visible.
vi. Submit the prepared template to the Chief Examiner for approval.

2. Then, check the answer scripts carefullyi. If there are more than one or no answers marked

to a certain question write off the options with a line. Sometimes candidates may have
erased an option marked previously and selected another option. In such occasions, if the
erasure is not clear write off those options too.
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3. Place the template Qﬁ' the=answer seript correctly. Mark the right answers with a W' and the

wrong answers with 2 X ag\éiﬁstkth;\oli'ci\()ns column. Write down the number of correct
answers inside the cage given under cachcokamn, Then, add those numbers and write the

e

number of correct answers in the relevant cage. T

Structured essay type and essay type answer scripts:

1. Cross off any pages left blank by candidates. Underline wrong ot unsuitable answers and
write cross mark. Point-out areas by a check mark, where marks can be offered.

9. Use the right margin of the overland paper to write down the marks.

Write down the marks given for each question against the question numbet in the relevant
cage on the front page in two digits. Selection of questions should be in accordance with
the instructions given in the question paper. Mark all answers and transfer the marks to the
~ front-page, and wiite off answers with lower marks if extra questions havé been answered

- S .
against instructions.

(O3]

4. Addthe total marks carefully and write in the relevant cage Ol the front page. Turn pages of
answer script and add all the marks given for all answers qagain. “ Check whether that total

tallies with the total marks written on the front page.

Preparation Of Mark Sheets.

Except for the subjects with a single question paper, final marks of two papers will not be
calculated within the evaluation board. Therefore add separate mark sheets for each of the question
paper. Enter paper 1 marks in "Total Marks" column of the mark sheet and write them in words as
well. Enter paper Il Marks in the " Total Marks" Column and include the relevant details. For the
subject 43 Aut, Paper 1, T and TII Marks should be entered numerically in the separate mark sheet:

- and should also be written in words. -

For subjects 21 Sinhala language and literature and 22 Tamil Language and literature, pape
1 marks once entered numerically should be written in words. Use separate marks sheets for th
papers 1T and TII and enter the total marks in the "Total marks column”. Write the relevant detaile
marks against each of the total mark. :

N.B.:~
1.  Final marks for paper 1, paper 1L or paper I should always be rounded up to {
nearest whole number and they should never be kept as decimal or half ‘_Value_s.

II. Each page of the mark sheet should be compulsorily ‘verified by the Assist:
Examiner who entered marks {0 the mark sheet, Assistant Examiner who checked
mark sheet, the Verifying Examiner of the evaluation marks and Chief Examiner
placing respective code number and the signature. o o

ents to be included 3
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w(i(/IE (O/L) Examination - 2024 (2025):“
" - Buddhism

Paper I

1. What is the pame of Prince Siddhartha’s step-mother?

(i) Which perfection (paramita) fuiﬁ]led by Siddhartha bodhisatta is revealed in Lhe V%nnapatha
Jataka?

(iif) What is the name of the ruler who riled in line with the motto, “This exercise of mine is
not just for the sake ‘of kmgshxp ‘but for the continuation of Sambuddha sasana™? -

{iv) Write the meaning of the statement “Ye dhamma hetuppabhava --tésam hetum tathagato gha.”
(v) State the meaning of “Tagha paccaya upadaiam”. ,

(vi) What dhamma fact does the verse “I abho alabho dyaso yaso ca” refer w0

. (vii) Write the names of the two rulers who patronised the fisst and the second Buddhist Counclls

(viil) Name two of" the unwholesome actions that fall dnder the category of mano—kamma (mental
action).,

(ix) Write the name of the author who compiled ‘Amavatura’.
(x) Name two books compiled by Ven. Weliwita Saranankara Sanghargja Maha Thera.

(i) Maha Prjapathi Gothami / Prajapathi Gothami / Gothami Prajapathi (Two marks)
(i) . Perfection of effort / Effort / Perfection of energy / Energy / Virya Paramitava / Virya -

Paramita / Virya / Viriya (Two marks)
(iii) Great King Dutu Gemunu / King Dutu Gemunu / Dutugemunu / Gemunu / King Dutta
Gamini / Gamini Abyaya / King Gemunu » (Two marks)

(iv) The Buddha has preached the causes for tha Dhamma. / Things that proceed from a
cause, The Buddha has told their causes
(accept any answer that refer same 1dea Two marks)

(v) Craving results in grasping / Cravings cause seizures. _ (Two marks)
(vi) The eight world condition /"Atta Loka Dhamma / Ata lo dhahama | (Two marks)

(vii) King Ajasat/ King Ajasatta / AJata sastru, King Kalashoka / Ajasath , Kalashoka
' (Two marks)
(Viii) Lust / Greed / Abhidya o /
~ Anger/ Animosity to towards others / ‘Vyﬁpéda s -
- Wrong view / wrong belief / Miccaditti. , (Two marks)

(%) Pandith Gurulugomi / Gurdlugomi Padithuma / Gurulugomi (Two marks)

C(® L Muhigunalarikaraya,, ,
2. Sarartha Sangrahaya - =
3. Rathanathraya Pranama Gatha Sannaya
4. Satara Banavara Sannaya ) . J
(One mark for one name, Two marks for two names)
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2. () Define the ‘tadl-guna (unwavermg quahty) of the Buddha accordmg to dhamma

Unwa%fering quality or the quahty of being steadfast in the eight worldly eond1t1on Refers
to the ability to remain unaffected by the fluctuations of life, such as gain and loss, fame and
dlsgrace praise and blame, and happiness and SOITow.

(give two marks if there is short explanation)

e

‘(ii} Give three examples which depict the “tadi-guna’ in the character of the Buddha.

Occasmns when the Buddha's Thadi quality was made known : L T
e Receiving unprecedented great alms from the King Kosala
‘e Not bemg enthusiastic on occasions such as The J ctavandrama Pija performed by Anepidu

,\5 .

s Not 'being enthusiastic on occasions such as The Plrvarama Piija performed by the great

devotee Visakha.
e Being moderate in receiving royal favours such as the Kosala, Blmblsara Lichchavi.

e Being moderate in praising Brahmin and Paribrajakas such as Sonadanda Chank1 and
Pottapada.

s Being moderate in receiving praise from the favours of Anepidu, Visakha, Bandula Mallika,

etc.
o Fating Bitter grain (Yava) during the rainy season at the invitation of the Brahmin Udaya

e Advising to Being moderate in both the instances of insulting the venerable Supriya

Paribrajaka and praising his student Brahmadatta
e Suffenng insults from Magandiya
e Suffermg meults from Cmcamanav1ka
e Facing insults from brahmms like Akkosa Bﬁaredwaja

e Facing insults from brahmins like Kasi Bh?aradvéja

- (If three facts are given that are relevant unwavermg quamy in the eight worldly conditions

give three marks

o ae tm Y Funeinatinn 2024 (20251 | Amendments to be included it
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(ifi) Explain how the “idf-guna’ can be applied to make student life succossful.

. Goodness plays a crucial role in shaping a student’s path to éﬁcéess. Tt is essential for
students to ciltivate the mental fortitude necessary to accept both triumphs and setbacks
with equammlty, recognizing that loss, gain, misfortune, praise, joy, and SOrrow are all
intrinsic parts of life. Developmg the ablhty to face these experiences with a balanced heart
is vital—whether in moments 6f fajlure, such as after exams or competitions, or in moments
of success. One must avoid being swept away by emotions like despaJr outrage or
excessive joy. Reacting hastily in the face of insult, weeping uncontrollablyxor becoming

overly elated when receiving praise are all signs of folly. Instead, students should strive for

steadfastness, maintaining composure in both happiness and hardship. Student life can be

‘fulﬁlleg by rémembeﬂng how the Buddha also had to face the Eight worldly conditions.

h \ N . . )
(give marks considering answer as whole)

3.

Define the terms ‘cdritta and varitra® (customs and ‘aboos) accofding o dhamma.

Rituals - Customs

Sirith or Rites or customs are things that should be done. These are also known as
samadana. Performing acts that should be done, such as showing kindness to animals, is

calied Caritira.

Varittra or virit are things that should be avoided and things that should not be done. These
are also known as viramana. Avoiding acts that should not be done, such as killing animals
and stealing. Things that should be done are sirith and things that should not be done are

virit.

(give two marks for short explanation)

(i)

Write down three out of the five results of upholding mgrélity (s'ila}.-
Rewards of maintaining asceticism

e Obtaining or acquiring wealth or large crop resources

e Spreading fame

e Face any situation bravely / Being able to approach any grouia without fear
e Accepting death in full consciousness / Being able to die with a clear mind
e Rebirth in bliss (heaven) after death

(Give 3 marks if three facts are written correctly)
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(). Explam how vn'tuous henawour conmbutes to p?rs%ﬁl

development as’ weli as soclal development

Virtue helps in personal development as well ass}“

1eodsA a virtuous life act enthusiastically and promptly. The fame of 2 V1rtuous perso

1 ﬂ@velopment A person who

A-who: -

avoids the five sins, etc., spreads throughout the world. The fragrance of virtue is superior to

other fragrances. A virtuous person 1 nquires about the good and bad consequences of

something before doing it. Respects social customs, values, etc. The one who upholds the

five precepts protects the rights of others. He is a sociable, trustworthy, peaceful and

friendly person. When each person individually becomes virtuous, personal development

T

~ occurs and social development also takes place.

=S

(give marks considering answer as whole) -

4. (1) Complete the Dhammapada yerse Tam ca:

kamman katam sadhu™

Tay ca kammam katan Sadu - Yam

Yassa Patio Sumand -

Katva N Anutappati

Vipakam Patisevati

(Award 02 marks if stanzais written in full. Ignore the spelling)

(i) Write the meaning of the verse in ‘above (1)

That deed is well do_ne, when after having done it one does not repent and when with joy

and pleasure One reaps the fruits thereof

(If there

is a complete idea of the stanza, give 03 marks.

Gii) Explain how 10 become @ successful person by deveEop ing the fen wholesonte. deeds.

By practicing ten. wholesome Dhamma (Dasa Kusal), one cail achieve good in th

world and the next, and by practicing ten wholesome Dhamma, one can achieve success

one's life by avoiding sinful and wrong actions that are considered unwholesome. O

* ghould refrain from unwholesome actlons that occur in the mind, body speech, and actio

1t is-wholesome t0 refrain from unwholesome actions such as killing, lying, and speaki

and unwholesome actions such as thinking. Good deeds performed with the wholeso

roots of non-attachment, non-hatred, and

delusion are considered wholesome. By cultiva

these virtues, one can make one's life successful.

(Give five marks if ten wholesome deeds are explail

o (2025} 1 Amendments to be included 1
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5. (i) Name two of the Four Nobl¢ Truths. R

e f—ff——//”[—'f;; ruth of Suffering (Dukkha)

= 1.
2. The Truth of the Cause of Suffering (Samudaya)

3. The Truth of the End of Suffering (Nirddha)

4. The Truth of thf; Path to the End of Suffering (Magga)

S

(Give two marks if two are named correctly)

R

{iiy Briefly describe one of the Noble Truths named in abeve ().

1. The Truth of Suffering (Dukkha) - Life involves suffering, dissatisfaction, and
imperfection. This suffering includes physical pain, emotional distress, and the

) frustration that comes froni life's transient nature. o

2. The Truth of the Cause of Suffeﬁng (Samudaya) - Sufferingv arises froih craving
(tanha), attachment, and ignorance.r These desires, attaéhnmnts’, and
misunderstandings of reality lead to our suffering. ‘ )

3. The Truth of the End of Suffering (Nirddha) - It is possible to end suffering by’
letting go of attachment, craving, and ignorance. This state is called Nirvana, where
one is free from all desires and suffering.

4. The Truth of the Path to the End of Suffering (Magga) - The way to end
suffering is through the Noble Eightfold Path, which includes right understanding,

intention, speech, action, livelihood, effort, mindfulness, and concentration.

(Give full marks as considering whole answer for a short explanation that includes the
' basic meaning.)

(iii) Clarify the Four Noble Truths as the best way 0 solve problems by understanding them.

The Four Noble Truths_ are the best way to understand and solve problems. The Four Noble
Truths preached by the Buddha can be taken not only as the path to transcendental
| liberation, but also as the pélth to solving the various problems we face in worldly life. First,
we need to understand the problem we are facing. Second, we need to find out what is the
cause of the problem. Third, we need to understand what is the solution to that problem.
Fourth, understand the path to solVe the problem and follow that path. By understanding and
- following these four steps, personal prdblems can be solved. This is a course of action that

s can be applied in our practical life.

(Five marks, as considering whole answer)

11 Buddhism {Marking Scheme} 1 G.C.E.{O/L} Examination 2024 (2025} | Amendments to be included 14
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6. (i) Write two factors that belong to the four evil c,auses of actions

The four-evil cause of action / The four prejudices

e Canda/ desire / liking
® DGsa/ Anger
~ e Bhaya/ fear

®

Moha / Ignorancc / Pelusion

L]

(Give two marks if two are named correctly)

(i) Briefly ’.eXplai’n one factor mentioned in the above (i)

e T

e Desire / Wills - Voting is consent Doing wrong

kmshlp, friendship, party afﬁhatlon etc. Being prc]ud1ced by

e H\atc / Anger' - Acting with anger and hatred towards those:

ful work bccause‘ of one's family, .

pcrsonéi tastes.

who- are not your own,

against those who are not of your party, doing injustice is being prejudiced by hatred.

o FPear / fear - Being prejudiced by fear of 2 certain person or organization. Fear can

make people make bad decisions.

e Ignorance - Inability to choose between justice and injustice, good and bad, is

ignorance.

(Give full marks to a short explanation that includes the basic meaning) -

(i) Evaluate the importance of avoiding the four evil caises of actions for an’ ideal governance.

Among the principles preached for ideal governance, thc avoidance of the four evils has

also been introduced. It is important as a political princ

S : govermng and serve his countrymen without prejud1ce

= - “help to make a person prejudiced. A ruler of a state

iple. It describes four vices that

should avoid these vices in

(F ive marks, as considering Whole answer)
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(1). Anaganka .Dharmapala

(iiy Dumindagamanaya
(ifi) The Hindrance of Vicikiccha (Doubt)
(iv) Vatadage

®

Anagarika Dharmapala -

“Born on September 17, 1864, Prince Don David Hewawitharana was educated at the
Missionary School. He went to temples with his parents and had the company-of monks. He
visited the country with Sir Henry Steele Olcott, who came to Sri Lanka, and translated the

4speeches glven by Olcott in English into Sinhala. Avoiding the name David, he used the

 name Anaganka Dharmapala He played a great role in uplifting Buddhist education instead

(if)

of missionary education. Parama Vijgnanartha Buddhist Council worked hard to provide

Buddhist education to Sinhalese qhildren.

" He went to India and played a big role in saving Buddhist shrines including
Bodhgaya which had been taken over by Hindus. He built the Léndon Buddhist Centre in
England, Moolagandhakuti Vihara in Varanasi, Dharmarajika Vihara in Calcutta, Buddflist
Rest Halls in Buddha Gaya and Madras etc. He performed a great religious service and was
later ordained as a monk under the name of Siri Devamiita. Died on 29th April 1933. A
great mission was accomplished by him to raise Dhamma education to awaken the Sinhala

Buddhists as well as to promote Sambuddha Sasana.

(Five marks, as considering whole answer)

Dumindagaménaya

The Dumindagamanaya was the bringing of the Jaya Sri Maha ]éodhi branch from
Bodh Gaya in Dambadiva (India) fo Si‘i Lanka. Maha Arahath Theri Sanghamitta took the ’
lead in it. At the invitation of Maha Arahanth Thera Mahinda and King Dewanampiyatissa,
Sanghamitta Arahant Mehem came to Sri Lanka. The Sri Maha Bodhi branch brought by the
Arahant Sangamitta Theri was received by King Dewanampiyatissa with an elaborate
procession and sacred rituals,” and he went to Anuradhapura and planted it in the
Mahamevuna Garden. It is said that people from eighteen castes also came to Sri Lanka to

protect the Bodhi.

(Five marks, as considering whole answer)

11 Buddhism (Marking Scheme) | G.C.E.(O/L) Examination 2024 {(2025) | Amendments to be included 16
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(iii) Vicikicca hindrance

(iv)

Note :

The fifth of the hindrances is Vicikicca. Vicikicea means}'do_ubt. Doubt about the
Buddha, the Dhamma, the Sangha, the past life and future life, the Thri siksha, etc. ié dgubt.
Once a disagreement about a point is not resolved, it is repeated again :and again. I//n"fthe
Samamnapala Sutta, a person who has doubt is like a person lost in a forest. This eightfold
doubt makes the path of life difficult. It binds the person to samsara. This doubt can be
pacified by studying the Dhamma ;ell and having unwavering faith in the Three. -

(Five marks, as considering-whole answer)

Watadageya

mA wataddgeya is a circular roofed house built for a stupa. It is also known as a
Chetiyaghara, Thupaghara, etc. It was built for the protection of the stupa. There is
archaeological evidence that watadageya was built for smaller stupas sucﬁ as; Thiiparamaya,
Ambasthala, and Lankdrama. The watadageya of Polonnaruwa and Medirigiriya are

excellent works of art.

(Five marks, as considering whole answer)

ekt
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