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Appreciation of English Literary Texts - Paper I

# Answer all the questions in Section A.
# Select either 1, 11 or 111 from Section B and answer all the questions given below it.
# The maximum mark allocated for Paper I is 40.

Section A — Poetry, Prose and Drama
Read the following extracts and answer all the questions given below them.

I Poetry

I (i) “We call thee fruitful, and that very while,

A desert fills our seeing’s inward span;”
(a) Name the poem from which these lines are taken. Name the poet.

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

.................................................................................................... ";b:?.<;”.|{;";'}(;) 05
I (i) “l want to be what | used to be
When | was like you. | want
to unlearn all these muting things.”
(a) From which poem are these lines taken? Name the poet.
........ : (Oimarl.)
(b) Who is referred as ‘you’ in this excerpt?
...................................... ((Hmm_“
(c) What do you understand by ‘muting things® according to the poem?
........ (mm”k)
(d) What is the attitude of the speaker towards ‘muting things’? :
.................................................................................................... r‘f}} 'm(};"{_‘\) {)5

L A
| see page three
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II Prose

II (i) “They were both lying on the ground now, but | didn’t call out to the driver to wait
for them.”

(a) From which text are these lines taken? Name the author.

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

(02 marks)

I1 (ii) “*I told you not to, and now | tell you that you may’ came the voice from the rain
water tank, rather impatiently.”

(a) Name the text from which these lines are taken. Name the author.

...............................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................

(01 mark)
(b) Who speaks these words?
(01 mark)
(c) To whom are they spoken?
(01 mark)
(d) What characteristics of the speaker are reflected in these words? Name two.
S A A e e Do s L SO A L O P PO
B s i s et e R A R R R R A S A R R R A A A A R A AR R A AR

(02 marks)

05

05

S

[see page four
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III Drama

I (i) “...Yes, I've forgot when it was but some night when | was going to bed, she'd
dropped in and said she wanted to be my wife.”

(a) From which text are these lines taken? Name the author.

...............................................................................................................

(01 mark)
(d) Comment on the key dramatic technique used at this point in the drama.

...............................................................................................................

(02 marks) 05
[1I (ii) “I gave him my youth, my happiness, my life, my fortune, | breathed in him, | worshipped
him as if | was a heathen.”
(a) Name the text from which these lines are taken. Name the author.
(b) Who speaks these words? (1 oty
e e .~ s
(c) To whom are they spoken?
(d) How would you describe the emotional reaction of the speaker to the person spoken of?
.................................................................................................. I.(h.z‘ . ;T;(.:I; .}‘:.‘S:) 0 5

L J
[see page five
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Section B — Novels
Select EITHER I, II OR 1II from Section B and answer all the questions given below it.

I. Read the following extract from The Prince and the Pauper and answer all the questions
given below it.

“‘l tell ye again, you pack of unmannerly curs, | am the Prince of Wales! And all
forlorn and friendless as | be, with none to give me word of grace or help me in my
need, yet will not | be driven from my ground, but will maintain it!’

‘Though thou be prince or no prince, ‘tis all one, thou be’st a gallant lad, and not
friendless neither! Here stand | by thy side to prove it; and mind | tell thee thou might’st
have a worser friend than Miles Hendon and yet not tire thy legs with seeking. Rest thy
small jaw, my child, | talk the language of these base kennel-rats like to a very native’

The speaker was a sort of Don Caesar de Bazan in dress, aspect, and bearing. He
was tall, trim-built, muscular. His doublet and trunks were of rich material, but faded
and threadbare, and their gold-lace adornments were sadly tarnished; his ruff was
rumpled and damaged; the plume in his slouched hat was broken and had a bedraggled
and disreputable look; at his side he wore a long rapier in a rusty iron sheath; his
swaggering carriage marked him at once as a ruffler of the camp. The speech of this
fantastic figure was received with an explosion of jeers and laughter. Some cried, ‘Tis
another prince in disguise!” ‘Ware thy tongue, friend, belike he is dangerous!” ‘Marry,
he looketh it—mark his eye!” ‘Pluck the lad from him—to the horse-pond wi’ the cub!”

(1) When and where does this incident occur?

...............................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

’ ' ; - (02 marks)
(iii) Explain the meanings of the following phrases as they occur in the passage:

(a) talk the language of these base kennel-rats

........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

(01 mark)
(iv) What impression of Miles Hendon do you get from his appearance and words? To what
theme of the novel can you relate this impression?

...............................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

(04 marks))
[see page six
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II. Read the following extract from Bringing Tony Home and answer all the questions given
below it.

“| set off immediately after lunch and once more my heart started pounding
because at a particular point in the gravel road along which | had to walk to reach
the macadam road | could see across another compound to the rear of Proctor
Gunawardana’s house and | looked down and walked briskly and | was sick with
tension. | had cleared the little climb just before the path joined the main road and
was feeling relieved, when it happened. First | heard a faint whining sound and |
closed my eyes immediately, and then there was the sound of rushing dog’s feet and
something fell heavily against my legs. | opened my eyes and there at my feet lay
Tony with upturned paws in that gesture of canine loyalty and affection. It was Tony
and also not Tony. The dog who lay at my feet wriggling and moaning in a trance of
affection was not the Tony | knew, not the dog with that beautiful coat who always
smelled good and clean; this was a sick dog with sores all over; tufts of fur stood
among patches of red skin through which the bones showed. | squatted by his side
and stroked his head; only the face remained the same as ever, the fluffy ears,
the cream coloured head with a light brown shadow over the perfectly sculptured
muzzle, and the same soft and gentle eyes which now kept looking at me eagerly
and expectantly in pools of bubbling love.”

(i) When and where does this incident take place?

...............................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

) . : . (02 marks)
(iii) Explain the meanings of the following phrases as they occur in the passage:

(a) gesture of canine loyalty

.........................................................................................................

........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

(01 mark)

(iv) Explain the statement, “It was Tony and also not Tony”. To what theme in the novel
can you relate this statement?

...............................................................................................................

(04 marks)

[see page seven
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IIl. Read the following extract from The Vendor of Sweets and then answer all the questions
given below it.

“The doctor made an impatient gesture, and said, ‘Go back, go back to your wife
for the few hours left. Your son is watching us. Protect him.

Turning back from the car, Jagan saw Mali at the door with bewilderment in his
eyes. It was harrowing to look at his thin, scraggy frame (he developed and grew
tall and broad suddenly after his eighteenth birthday). The boy asked, “What did the
doctor say?” He had been attending on his mother for many weeks now. In her rare
moments of lucidity she beckoned to him, and accepted the diet if he fed her. He
came running home from school in order to feed her, rarely going out to play with his
friends. At the boy’s question, Jagan lost his nerve completely, held his son’s hands,
and broke into a loud wail. Mali had shaken himself off and watched his father from
a distance with a look of dismay and puzzlement.

Even with the passage of time, Jagan never got over the memory of that moment.
The coarse, raw pain he had felt at the sight of Mali on that fateful day remained
petrified in some vital centre of his being. From that day, the barrier had come into
being. The boy had ceased to speak to him normally.”

(i) When and where does this situation take place?

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................

(02 marks)
(iii) Explain the meaning of the following phrases as they occur in the passage:

(a) rare moments of lucidity

.........................................................................................................

........................................................................................................

(01 mark)
(iv) How does this situation affect the relationship between Mali and Jagan? To what theme in

the novel does this relate?

...............................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................

(04 marks)

\ i o
[see page eight
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Appreciation of English Literary Texts - Paper II

Instructions:

# Answer four questions selecting one each from the four sections - POETRY, DRAMA, PROSE and FICTION.
# Answers to Paper II should be writien in the given booklet.
# The maximum mark allocated for Paper II is 60.
POETRY
(Answer one question only)

1. Describe how the poet presents the power and majesty of the eagle in ‘The Eagle’.

2. Describe how the speaker’s feelings and attitude towards the barn, the stack, and the tree are
presented in ‘Farewell to Barn and Stack and Tree’.

3. Describe the gap between how people perceive Richard Cory and the truth of his life in ‘Richard
Cory’.

4. Describe how the poem ‘The Clown’s Wife’ shows the difference between a person’s public
image and private life.

5. Describe how the author uses humour to draw a parallel between the camel’s behaviour and the
events in ‘The Camel’s Hump’. (1S wharks)

DRAMA
(Answer one question only)

6. Analyse how Twilight of a Crane shows the conflict/s between duty and personal desire through
the actions of its two main characters.

7. Analyse how the two main characters in The Bear reveal the clash between their pride and
attraction towards each other. (15 marks)

PROSE
(Answer one question only)

8. Examine the Nightingale’s actions to highlight the contrast between selflessness and human
indifference in ‘The Nightingale and the Rose’.

9. Examine the speaker’s choices and dedication which reveal courage and professionalism in critical
situations in ‘The Lahore Attack’.

10. Examine Nicholas’s cleverness and curiosity and their effects on the story of ‘The Lumber Room’.
11. Explore how the narrator’s disconnected observations reveal her initial state of shock in the extract
from Wave. (15 marks)

FICTION
(Answer one question only)

12. Do you agree that Edward and Tom’s experiences show the social inequalities of their world?
Discuss with reference to The Prince and the Pauper.

13. Jagan’s relationship with other characters indicates his inability to adapt to his society. Do you
agree? Discuss with reference to Jagan and two other characters in The Vendor of Sweets.

14. Do you agree that the interaction between Tony and the narrator shows the value of empathy?
Discuss with reference to Bringing Tony Home. (15 marks)

-
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