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The Brachistochrone Problem

0o ' 2 : 1
& — — ¢ycloid: 0.566 s
(514 e #u circle: 0.580s |7
- ssnes pumnbola: 0.57). 8] |
. =) — linear, 0.668 5

0k 4 N,
oal Nt
"
0.5 3
-
0.6 * .
&7k * 5 w9 = * 4
L i L -
‘g o2 [ 0.6 08 b

¥
The Brachistochrone problem seeks the curve allowing a frictionless bead to slide under gravity
from one point to another in the shortest time, with the solution being an arc of a ¢ycloid that
often dips below the endpoint before rising.
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