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READING SKILLS [50 marks] TR S
s b
Question 01 use only
Read the following text in which some words are given in bold type. Then, underline the
meaning that is most appropriate to the context for the words given in bold type from
(10 marks)

(1) - (10).
Computer literacy refers to the ability to use computers and digital technology
(1) efficiently, with skill levels ranging from (2) elementary use to computer programming
and advanced problem solving. Computer literacy is (3) essential in today's digital age. as
technology is deeply (4) integrated into various aspects of our lives, including education,
work, communication, entertainment, and more. As technology continues to (5) evolve day
by day, computer literacy helps people to (6) adapt to new 1ools and trends, making them
amore efficient and confident users of digital resources.
mputers, however, are used today by criminals to (7) commit crimes. Computer crimes,

B i e . s c ﬂl out using COﬂ'lplllETS.
. a significant concern as
 is an ever-evolving field,
heir criminal activities. As
measures in order to

cleverly

correct
excellent
devoted
control

adjust
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Question 02
Read the following lext and answer guestions (I and (11). (10 marks) [Fatinen

(@ The origin of Lakshman Kadirgamar's f;m}il)- was in Jaflna, but he was born
in Colombo on 12" April 1932 as the sixth child in the family. He hajjeq |
from a prestigious Tamil family; his father was a proctor and his mother
was a housewife. He completed hi.ﬁ secondary education at Trinity College
Kandy where he excelled in academic activities and in a wide range of Sl-‘mn;
including cricket, rugby, and athletics. s

@ In 1950, he studied law at the University 0!" Ceylon and graduated with &
Bachelor of Laws (LLLB) degree in 1953. Kadirgamar passed (he '-‘-‘ﬂlninnuun;
of the Ceylon Law College with flying colours and Was admitted 0 the Ceylon
Bar in 1955. He later pursued his postgraduate studies g1 he T :
Oxford where he became the President of the Oxford Union » “ﬂ‘l)m?d
obtained a Bachelor of Letters (BLitt) in 1960, ’

'U\q LAY

@ Lakshman Kadirgamar contributed a lot as a lawyer. He was an expert on
commercial, industrial, labour, property, and international law and pursued legal
practice both in Sri Lanka and the UK. Therefore, he was appointed into a
range of high-calibre positions as a consultant, president, and director here in
Sri Lanka and in several international organizations.

@ Being a lawyer, scholar, and statesman. Kadirgamar began his political career
at the age of 62 when he was appointed as the Minister of Foreign Affairs in
l994 He served in this capacity until his assassination in 2005. The late foreign
minister Kadirgamar maintained strong relations with international governments
that were important to Sri Lanka. especially with India, China, the USA, and
the UK. Prior to his untimely death, he released an academic Jjournal called
International Relations in a Globalizing World, which was a key part of his
long-term plan to make a significant contribution to Sri Lanka’s international
diplomacy.

@ In 1999, Minister Kadirgamar brought a proposal to make Vesak an international
celebration day, which gave him a lot of respect from the Buddhist devotees
worldwide. After Lakshman Kadirgamar's demise at the age of 73, he was
awarded Sri Lanka's highest honourary title, Sri Lankabhimanya, by the state
for his invaluable contributions to his motherland.

(I) Do the following statements agree with the information given in the above text?
In boxes (1) - (8), write True or False. \

True If the statement is correct
| False If the statement is Wrong
| Statements

-l)l Kadirgamar's parents were professionals.
2)| Kadirgamar was the only child in his family.
)| Kadirgamar was good at studies as well as some sports.

| He obtained his LLB from the University of Oxford in 1960.
)| Kadirgamar served as the Minister of Foreign Affairs for more than ten y

)| Kadirgamar released an academic journal before his death.

Kadirgamar brought a proposal to make Vesak an internation
The highest honorary title “Sri Lankabhimanya™ was awarded to Kadirgamar
after his death J!\

ears.

al holiday in 1999.
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(1) Undertine the most appropnate response to complete the fol

(9) The word “excelled’ in paragraph D most nearly means
(@) lost mierest. (b fell behind.

(¢) performed well (d) became unsuccessful.

(10) The phrase “this capacity’ in paragraph @ refers 1© Kadirgamar's role
(@) a lawyer. (b) @ scholar.

(c) an academic. (d) a minister.

jowing senlences

Question 03

Read the following poem and underline the
questions from (1) - (5).

most appropnate response

Things look much Clearer
When looking Back,

The mistakes we Made
Define life’s Map.

The future's an lllusion
In a second it's Gone.
There’s only this Moment
Tomorrow never Comes.

We're all on a Journey
Not knowing how Far,

The past is our Teacher
It defines who we Are.

On the road Ahead
We'll meet happiness and Sorrows,
all the things we Love

o each of the
(05 marks)

only Borrowed. (John Read)
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Question 4 ‘
Complete (he summary meaningfully and appropriately, using one word ooly from the |

wassage for each blank |
| (05 marky,

Relationships consist of a wide range of topics. including romantic relationships

friendships. and family bonds. Relationships are important “‘f our lives. However,
ey are complex There are several factors we need ‘f’ consider when developing

rc!;;lltershlps For instance, effective commumication is key 1o healthy - romantic

relationships. 1t helps the parnners [0 understand cach other well. Being a good
listener and expressing oneself  honestly can lead to better understanding Similarly,
trust and honesty play vital roles in romantic relationships. Trust is the foundation
of healthy romanuc relationships. Transparency in our behaviour helps us maintain
this trust. Also, respecting cach other’s individuality is essential. Hence, respecting
the individuality can foster stronger connections. Further, spending meaningful time
together helps us strengthen our relationships. Engaging in activities that both enjoy
can contribute to deeper emotional connections. In spite of all these, conflicts are
natural in - relationships. Learming how to resolve them respectfully is imporant for
long-lasting relationships.

There are different types of relationships. These relationships are

i . but important to us We should think of many
(B) B TAESRTR when building relationships. A relationship becomes
successfol when our (3) ......covevcvieeviininnrorver B8 effective. Further, trust
NYE W8 ) soicsinsimninaasae for a successful relationship. Also,

honesty, respect. and spending tume meamingfully enhance parinerships However

are common in relationships. We should settle them

|

-
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Question 4 ; .
Complete the summary meaningfully and appropriately, using one word only from the

for each blank
passage o (08 N

Relationships consist of a wide range Uf_ mpit‘s.‘mc!uding PO l’t.'lalionsh,ps_
friendships. and family bonds. Relatonships are l." .ldponm.l “T our lives. However,
they are complex. There are several factors “_c = !-“ ‘:Jﬂ sider when developing {
relationships. For instance, effective communication IS key 1o healthy romantic
relationships. It helps the partners to understand cach other well, Being q good
listener and expressing onesell  honestly can lead 10 better understanding. Similarly,
trust and honesty play vital roles in romantic relationships. Trust is the foundation
of healthy romantic relationships. Transparency in our behaviour helps us maintain
this trust. Also, respecting each other's individuality is essential. Hence, respecting
the individuality can foster stronger connections. Further, spending meaningful time
together helps us strengthen our relationships. Engaging in activities that hoth enjoy
can contribute to deeper emotional connections. In spite of all these, conflicts are
natural in relationships. Learning how to resolve them respectfully is important for
long-lasting relationships.

There are different types of relationships. These relationships are

(1) i mennnsmesasses: Bilk important to us. We should think of many
. ) I e when building relanonships. A relationship becomes
successful when our (3) ... sreseesineneeene., 18 effective. Further, trust
lays the (4) .............crveernnn. — for a successful relationship. Also,
honesty. respect, and spending time meaningfully enhance partnerships. However, L
) cuiddistkscsseraneg are common in relationships. We should settle them 5
amicably
|
| o

nnne>n>»




Question 08
Read the following speech by the prime minister of Bhutan and answet the questions |TOM
(1 - (5 ) o (20 marks)
@ Bhutan is a small country in the Himalayas. and there are barely 700000 of us smltl\'\.lt"l‘lf
between two of the most populated countries on earth: China and India. However, Ww¢ are
a carbon-neutral country, and our promise o remain carbon-neutral s unique.

@ PRI AN WM S8 e Of course. we are snrgll.
but doing fine. We are sun-i\'mg.nlr; I'i.ac'tv. we are thriving and the masonlw: :nar;]:::“::ﬁ
is because we have been blessed with extraordinary kings who ﬁ:ecounlry balancing
country for decades. They have heen working tirelessly 10 de:ﬂ:pmmlﬂ! preservation. all
it o Do clchdly with social development, and env
within the framework of irorks

. good governance. i o National

@ Good governance is a holistic approach to development. and we call this S:og;' Bhutan
Happiness’ (GNH). In the 19705, our fourth king famously pronounced | & i
GNH is more important than Gross National Product (GNP). Ever since he o
announcement, all development in Bhutan is driven by GNH, a pioneering Vision thf“
aims to improve the happiness and well-being of our people. Blﬂ
than done. especially when you are one of the smallest economies |

@ Our culture is flourishing. so is our environment. Currently, seventy-two
country Is under forest cover. We are legally bound to maintain it at a cenain level. For
instance, our constitution demands that a minimum of 60% of Bhutan's total land shall
remin qndr':r fqmst cover for all time. That is why we are one of the few remaining
gl:Obﬂl biodiversity hotspots in the world. In a world that is threatened with climate
;}:"c%g- ‘:’:‘ r::e a carbon-neutral country. To be accurate. Bhutan is carbon negalive.
e nc; rbm\e excessive carbon in the atmosphere as we have a forest cover which

o e m‘z'lf :hhjﬂ W;J iﬂ:ldlo l:lc environment. So, inside our country, we are
e ’ so called developed countries produce si arbo
prid. Thercfore, outside, we are carbon positive. S i

® I. i mac IS promise (o remain carbon neutral in 2009, during the United Nations

n the world.
percent of my

iference in Denmar pm nobody nouced, Governments are so
opis i : X elimate change
'OMISe 0 remain
ucial that all of

our promise

xt?

(d)
(e)

()’

caaminer
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v, (e Underline the most appropraste opion o complete the missing sentence in paragriph @ N
(at We are a hig, developed country op—,
(b1 We are a small, developed country
() We are a big, underdeveloped country

(d) We are a small, underdeseloped country (0} mark) |

i‘ (b The underlined phrase “that is casier said than done” most nearly means, |

(h) hard 1o say but casy to do.

\ (a) easy 10 say but hard 1o do

\ (¢) easy to say and casy to do (d) hard 1o say and hard 100 do 1OT murk ) / '
il ' ' r

(i) In which paragraph do you include the following information if you wish 1o extend each \ {
paragraph further? \

Match the information with the paragraphs of the text and write the number of (he
paragraph in the relevant box.

Information Number of
the paragraph

(1) | Forests absorb twice as much carbon as they release.

(b) | Bhutan’s lonely battle in promoting GNH in a GNP based consumerist
world is challenging

(€) | Rich countries do not do enough to 1educe their green house gas

emission,
(d) | Strong and visionary politicians also played an important role to
L promote good governance in Bhutan,
(04 marks)

(4). Who or what do the following pronouns in bold print refer to?

(a) They (paragraph @) ¥ e RO ST

(b) he (paragraph @) - PRSPk il . ——

(¢) it (paragraph @) S OPR—— L [E—— (03 marks)
{5). Write one word in each blank. selecting from the passage, which means the same as the

following.

(a) Being the only one of its kind / very special
(b) The action of protecting the environment -

(c) Novel and innovative

(d) More than what is required
(e) True and correct in every detail
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PART B v |
DIALOGLUES |25 MARKS|
o 0 - ns? Write only ome senience oF
How do you respond in each of the following situalic ' (05 marks)
question for each, beginming with the word's given. =t
a mobile phone from B¢
(1) You are at a shop to buy a mobile phone. Inquire the pRce e e
salesman, -
S N — i Su al
) ;. C.E. (A/L) examination. Suggest &
(2} You plan 10 go on a trip with your friends after the B
place to visit, oy |
"Shd" . R U o e Y bekibariuicty cessarpraabtsatsisaarsisisantnds h
k . the uest wil
(3) Your friend mvites you to come and play badminton with him. You refuse the req
A reason. "
“l.m ¥, Saitan pp——— et
(4) Your teacher asks you to bring the class register from the office. Ask the clerk politely if
vou could take i1
. .| Q6
(5) You are at the meeting of English literary association of your school. As the president, invite
the class teacher 1o deliver a short speech. | -
gy [ RPN T CUPRN (=SSP URENTRE 1180 -0 e PSR S =T S0 SIS SR e Tt i (i Wl
Question 07
Complete the following dialogue between a teacher and a student. Do not use more than
two sentences questions in ¢ach blank. (05 marks)
Student Good moming, sir. .
Teacher  : Good moming, Seth; Happy to see you after the A/L exam. How was the exam?’
Teacher  : Really, Fathima also said that the cconomics paper was a bit challenging. |
SRIRRNE w52 K (LAGE TR e arnesmminan ssanssssssres st N I sy v ialieess s TN
Teacher  : Time is mainly a problem for many students. Don't worny. What are vour|
plans now? ‘
Student () ccoramromeimmminishe st issiravess sua A e L s L
Teacher Thal’s' a good idea. English is important. Some universities conduct certificate
and diploma courses in English. You can follow one of them.
BRI 1 () i e sessessentmsstiistassen \
Teacher  : You'd better start with a certificate course. There are online and on-site
courses.
L
Teacher - My advice is to join an on-site course. p
S!m" ? " * . .
. ' : Thank you for your advice, sir. I'll see you later. -
b.___cucl'm © See you later \ g
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I ne that you run a small online business. A client. who wants more details of vy [
magine Wit | . . . ace & ’
:Ju 1. contacts you. Write out the telephone conversation that ook place between (e |

'll\ L. - - -

Jient and you. Each one should speak at least five times. (IS marks) |F
‘ - .

iand adverbs given below
€ the verbs in any tense
3 the other words.

] (05 marks)

.....
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Question 10

[he chan below shows informaton about the percen
Describe the informatior

compansons W here relevant

tages ol students engaged sports
y given 0 the chart by

i Hindu College, Vavuniya in 2022
L'se about 75-100

reporting the main features and making

words. (10 marks)

ﬁ e e =
|
- - - o

Cricket

| 3% |

| IR SO RO O |
i Athletic \\\\}%\\SWN&WX‘Q 20% D —_— ‘
Boys

Swimming

........... .| 13%

Volleytall T Y 2%
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I'he social welfare soaiety of your village conducted a chanty programme to help a
!wﬁi\

whool i a remote arca. The members of the society collected funds from donors

parents in the village for the project. Wnite a letter 1o your best fnend describing wha

you dud include the following
® where and how you conducted the chanty programme

In your letier,

@ what was your role in the project

@ the difficulties you faced

® any other details relevant 1o the project
Use about 100- 125 words

and

(IS marks)

||

———f

o
< war

use 4
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Question 12

The traffic control
two police officers who
of invitation to the officer-in-charge
officers. Include the following in your lette

ised a function (O recognise the services of the

s in front of your school. Write a letter
he function with the two

school has organ
ntrol dutie
station o attend 1

unit of your
assist in traffic co
of the police
r of invitation:

® the purpose of the function
® the services given by the two police officers
® the date, venue, and the time
® other special invitees to the function
Use about 100-125 words. (15 marks)

.........................................................................
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Question 13
A decision has
for university admissi

been taken to make it compulsory o pass the G.C.E. (A/L) General English
on. To what extent do you agree with this statement? Write an essay

giving your opinion. Use about 150 - 200 words. Do not exceed the word limit.

.................................................................

o ]

| examiners
use only

(20 marks)
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