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Part II

2.0 Information regarding questions and answers

 2.1  Question paper I

   2.1.1  Structure of the question paper I

* Time allocated for paper I is one hour.

* Paper I includes eight tests and all tests are compulsory. 

* Total mark for paper I is 40.

Question 
(Test) No.

Area of testing Marks Distribution Total

1 Reading 1 × 5 05

2 Vocabulary 1 × 5 05

3 Writing 1 × 5 05

4 Language Functions & Grammar 1 × 5 05

5 Reading 1 × 5 05

6 Writing C - 2,  L - 3 05

7 Reading 1 × 5 05

8 Writing C - 2,  L - 3 05
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2.1.2 Tests and expected answers, marking scheme, observations and comments 

* Observations and comments for the given answers for all the questions in Paper I are based on Graphs 
1 and 3 given in page 8 and 11 respectively.

• Test 1  −  Vocabulary

Objective  : Assess the ability to read and understand a notice
Technique   : Matching

  Test 1    
 

B
C

A
D

F
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Observations and Comments on Test 1 :

 
OBSERVATIONS :

Test 1 is based on Reading. Facility of parts in Test is as 
follows.

Part (2) - 75% 
Part (3) - 35% 
Part (4) - 35% 
Part (5) - 83% 
Part (6) - 80%

The highest facility of 83% is for part 5, whereas the 
lowest facility of 35% is recorded for part 3 and 4.
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COMMENTS :

The majority of the candidates have been able to identify the relationship of words present in 
notices and question in parts 2, 5 and 6.  

 Eg :-      (2) patients   hospital ward
   (5) textile      sale
   (6) cinema    theatre

But in test 3 & 4 they have not been able to find such direct relationship. They have not seen 
the difference that is present in the two words 'parking' and 'park'. So they have gone for the 
wrong answer which has finally resulted in equal lower percentages in parts 3 & 4.    
   
Performing well in these types of tests depends mostly on the ablity of  reading with 
understanding. Candidates should be given more activities for comprehension. Authentic 
materials should be given to the students to read and understand.  Eg :-Varieties of notices, bill 
boards, sign boards etc. Candidates should be made aware of  the fact that haphazard guessing 
does not always work and there's provision for wrong guessing. Further, constant practice 
should be given to widen the vocabulary related to different themes that the students may  
come across in day to day life.   
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• Test 2  −  Reading

Objective  −  Assess the ability to read and understand a set of instructions
Technique  −  Binary choice

  Test 2 with expected answers :

Learn
Refer
Write
Speak
Listen

Observations and Comments on Test 2 :
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OBSERVATIONS :
Test 2 is based on Vocabulary. Facility of parts in test 2 is 
as follows.

Part (2) - 73% 
Part (3) - 59% 
Part (4) - 83% 
Part (5) - 82% 
Part (6) - 76%

Facility of part 4 and 5 is over 80%. The lowest facility is in 
part 3 which is 59%. 

 

 

COMMENTS :

The test 2 has been well attempted. The reason for the low performance of the candidates 
in part 3 is due to the lack of knowledge in collocation of words and the fixed prepositions 
that follow certain words. 

The skill of selecting and using the appropriate words meaningfully in context should be  
practised using authentic texts such as instructions, notices etc. Activities such as identifying 
prepositions and indefinite articles in contexts will also be helpful for the students to improve 
the skill. Extra reading material such as childrens' essays, and short paragraphs on various 
themes will help the learner to improve this ability.    
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• Test 3  −  Writing

Objective  −  Assess the ability to describe a picture
Technique  −  Guided Writing

  Test 3 :

Expected Answer :
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Observations and Comments on Test 3 :
      

  

OBSERVATIONS : 

Test 3 is based on writing.
Facility of Test 3 is 20%

100

90

80

70

60

50

40

30

20

10

0

20%

Facility of Test 3

Test 3

Fa
ci

lit
y

  

COMMENTS :

Test 3 is the first writing task in the question paper and it is at basic level. The pictures 
given provide enough guidance for the candidates to write a sentence about each picture in 
the past tense using the words given. In assesssing the task one mark had been awarded to  
each grammatically correct sentence. The students should be made aware that one mark is 
reduced from the overall mark if there are more than three spelling mistakes. Therefore it 
should be emphasised that students should pay special attention to spellings.  

The statistics also reveal that the students are weak in writing a simple sentences accurately. 
Even with the maximum guidance given, the performance of the students look very low. 
Their low performance in writing is reflected in all the writing tasks. Teachers should identify 
the weaknesses of the students and give activities to rectify their weakness. Without close 
scrutiny in the classroom, the basic problems in writing cannot be corrected.

Therefore, more picture based writing activities should be itroduced in the classroom paying 
special attention to the tense, vocabulary and mechanics of writing. Individual attention 
should be paid during writing lessons and incorrect sentences should be corrected in the 
classroom itself. In classroom teaching such activities should be assessed using the marking 
criteria given in the marking scheme, so that the students could understand how they could 
score marks and also lose marks. 
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• Test 4  −  Reading

Objective  −  Assess the ability to use prepositions correctly
Technique  −  Fill in the blanks / completion  

  Test 4 with expected answers :
 

 

among
inside

over

of

after

Observations and Comments on Test 4 :

 
OBSERVATIONS :

Test 04 is based on language functions and grammar. Facility of 
parts in Test 04 is as follows.

Part (2) - 36% 
Part (3) - 44% 
Part (4) - 40% 
Part (5) - 45% 
Part (6) - 54%

The highest facility recorded here is 54% for part (6), and the 
lowest is 36% for part (2). In Test 04, facility for all the parts is 
between 35% and 55%.
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COMMENTS :

In this test the candidates have not shown a good performance in using prepositions in 
context. It should be noted that preposition is one of the grey but very important areas in 
grammar for the students. Teachers should make efforts to show the students the correct use 
of prepositions with a clear explanation. Identification tasks of prepositions, prepositional 
phrases, fixed prepositions in context and tasks for differentiating meaning would be helpful 
for the students to attempt this task.
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• Test 5  −  Language Functions & Grammar

Objective  −  Assess the ability to understand indirectly stated information  

Technique  −  Completion

  Test 5 with expected answers :

d
a

e
b

f
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Observations and Comments on Test 5 :

OBSERVATIONS :
Test 05 is based on Reading. Facility of parts in Test 05 is 
as follows.

Part (2) - 74% 
Part (3) - 61% 
Part (4) - 73% 
Part (5) - 69% 
Part (6) - 67%

The facility of all parts in Test 05 is between 60% to 75%. 
The highest facility of 74% is for part 2. The lowest facility 
of 61% is for part 3. 
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COMMENTS :

The test 05 shows the facility of over sixty for each part. The candidates have performed 
much better in test 5, in selecting the correct responses compared to their performance 
in other tests. The conversational nature of test has introduced mere authenticity to the 
test. The candidates may have been able to perform better due to the familiarity  of the 
expressions too.    

Their performance can be improved with more opportunities given for reading and related 
activities. The conversations, dialogues and similar activities given in the Pupil Text could be 
used in classroom tests to familiarise the students with the necessary language functions.      
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• Test 6  − Writing

Objective  −  Assess the ability to write a note  
Technique  −  Guided writing

  Test 6 :

Expected Answer :
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Observations and Comments on Test 6 :
OBSERVATIONS :
Test 06 is a guided writing activity. The facility of Test 6 is 
26%. According to the 2 nd graph the candidates have scored 
more marks for content than language, although more marks 
are allocated for language. 
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COMMENTS :

Most of the candidates have written a relevant answer but the answer has been written in poor 
language. The candidates have understood the instructions of the test and they have written 
a relevant answer. That is a good trend, but the low performance of marks for language
is attributed to their inability in replying to a note correctly.

The teachers can use error recognition tasks to improve the quality of classroom teaching 
and they can assess student performance using the standard marking criteria to improve 
the writing skills of the students. At the same time, the teachers can encourage students to 
attempt independant writing tasks from lower grades followed by individual feedback on 
each performance. The marks for correct format is included in the language mark in this 
test. So, the teachers should introduce the correct formats of different writing tasks as an 
additional area.    
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• Test 7  −  Reading

Objective  −  Assess the ability to read and understand directly stated information 

Technique  −  Answering Questions / Multiple choice

  Test 7 with expected answers :

Observations and Comments on Test 7 :

 

 

in / at (the) school / school

his / Kumar's friends / friends
However in school he could not find his friends

sad
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Observations and Comments on Test 7 :

 

OBSERVATIONS :

Test 07 is based on Reading. Facility of parts in Test 07 is 
as follows.

Part (1) - 54% 
Part (2) - 15% 
Part (3) - 17% 
Part (4) - 32% 
Part (5) - 67%

Facility for parts 2, 3 and 4 in test 7 is below 35%. Only the 
facility of part  1 and 5 are respectively 54% and 67%.
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COMMENTS :

In Test 7, according to the graph, the facility of part 2 is 15% which is the lowest. The reason 
for this failure is the incorrect use of word clues. Most of the candidates had written the 
word directly from the text “sadly”, but the correct answer is “sad”. In part (3) the facility 
is 17%. It shows that the candidates have been unable to identify the correct sentence due 
to lack of comprehension skills in the context. In part 4, the facility is 32%. The reason for 
poor performance is due to lack of identification of indirectly stated information. As the 
answer for part 1 is directly stated in the text, 54% of candidates may have found it easy. 
67% candidates had scored in part 5 in MCQ as the word “clean” had been a better clue for  
the corrrect answer

Suggestions

• Teachers should encourage independent reading habits in the students though it is a 
slow process.

• Identification of contextual clues and deriving meaning of words from the sentences 
should be practised in classroom teaching. 

• When students  are expected to copy a full sentence from the text as the answer some 
students write only a part of the required answer that results in loosing marks. This 
fact should be made known to the students in the classroom. 

• When students are expected to write short answers they should be guided enough to 
select only the specific required part as the answer.
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• Test 8  −  Writing

Objective  −  Assess the ability to write a notice on given information  
Technique  −  Guided writing

  Test 8 :

Expected Answer :
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Observations and Comments on Test 8 :

OBSERVATIONS :
Test 08 is based on writing. The facility of Test 08 is 26% 
According to the 2 nd graph the facility of content is 33% and 
facility of language is 13%. Comparatively the performance of 
Test 8 is weaker than Test 6.
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COMMENTS :
Test 08 is a guided writing task which seems fairly diffi cult for the candidates. The students 
have displayed their common weakness in providing accurate language in all the writing 
tasks. Although they try to write a relevant answer they have not been able to express 
themselves well in the target language. That seems to be the main reason for higher facility 
for  'Content' over 'Language'.

To minimize this problem, continuous guidance and more activities based on notices, notes, 
and advertisements should be introduced to the students. The students should be exposed to 
the relevent language structures and vocabulary  in class room activities. The teachers have 
to pay attention to  improve writing skills paying special attention to the accurate use of 
language. If some time can be allocated from the normal teaching hours for error correction 
in grade 10 & 11 it might yield good results.  
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2.2 Question paper II

 2.2.1 Structure of the question paper II

* Time allocated for paper II is two hours.

* Paper II includes eight tests and all tests are compulsory. Test 14 has two choices  
 whereas test 16 has four.

* The total mark for paper II is 60.

Question (Test) 
No. Area of testing Marks Distribution Total

9 Vocabulary 1 × 5 05

10 Reading 1 × 5 05

11 Grammar 1 × 5 05

12 Grammar / Reading ½ × 10 05

13 Reading ½ × 14 07

14 Writing C - 3,  L - 3,  O - 2,  M - 2 10

15 Reading

 1  -  ½ × 4
2  -  1 × 1
3  -  1 × 1
4  -  1 × 1
5 -  ½ × 4
6  - ½ × 2

 

02
01
01
01
02
01
08

16 Writing C - 5,  L - 5,  O - 2,  M - 3 15
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2.2.2  Tests and expected answers, marking scheme, observations and comments

* Observations and comments on answering all the questions in Paper II are based on Graphs 2(a), 2(b) and 3.

• Test 9  −  Vocabulary
Objective  −  Assess the ability to use the correct form of the verb   
Technique  −  Transformation

   Test 9 with expected answers :

decision

electrician

Scientists

entertainment

creative

Observations and Comments on Test 9 :

OBSERVATIONS :

The Test 09 is based on vocabulary. The facility of parts in Test 
09 is as follows.

Part (2) - 19% 
Part (3) - 56% 
Part (4) - 12% 
Part (5) - 12% 
Part (6) - 7%

The maximum facility of 56% was recorded for part 3 while the 
facility of other parts 2, 4, 5 and 6 is below 20%. The facility 
of part 4 and 5 are the same and the lowest facility 7% is for         
part 6. 
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COMMENTS :

This test seems to be difficult for the candidates as they have to identify the correct 
form of the word given in the bracket. However, the percentages reveal that most of 
the candidates have been unable to write the correct word form of the word given. 

This intermediate level vocabulary test, assesses the students' ability to use the correct form 
of the word. Although it seems to be an easy activity, the facility level is not satisfactory. 
Sometimes spelling errors may have been the reason for the lower facility level. Some word 
formation activities would help students to improve their knowledge on word classes.
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• Test 10  −  Reading

Objective  −  Assess the ability to read and understand a poem    
Technique  −  Answering questions

   Test 10 with expected answers :

Ten / 10 / ten years / 10 yrs

Sour and sweet

To school (and back home)
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On this beloved lane

Observations and Comments on Test 10 :

OBSERVATIONS :
Test 10 is based on Reading. Facility of parts in Test 10 
is as follows.

Part (1) - 40% 
Part (2) - 29% 
Part (3) - 67% 
Part (4) - 7% 
Part (5) - 33%

The highest facility recorded here is for part 3, that is 
67% whereas the lowest being 7% for part 4. Except part 
3, the facility of  all the other parts, 1, 2, 4 and 5 is below 
40%.   

G.C.E.(O.L.)Examination - 2013

English Language - Paper I

Facility Indices of Parts and Sub parts 

33%

7%

67%

29%

40%

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)

10

Parts and Sub parts

F
a
c
i
l
i
t
y

80

70

60

50

40

30

20

10

  0

40%

29%

67%

7%

33%

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)

Facility of parts in Test 10

Parts of test 10

Fa
ci

lit
y

    

COMMENTS :

The performance shown in Test 10 can be considered fairly weak except in part 3. The 
lowest performance in part 4 reveals the inability of the candidates to identify the indirectly 
stated information in the poem. They have not been  able to identify the link between the 
words “beloved” and “fond of”.  The reason for low facility of 29% in part 2, may be the 
candidates'  inability to link the word “Tamarind” with the words “sour” and “sweet”. This 
reveals the students lack of  knowledge in everyday vocabulary. The facility for part 5 is 
33% which is a multiple choice question and the candidates have to infer the indirectly 
stated information in the poem in order to get the correct answer  but they haven’t shown 
the ability to infer .
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• Test 11  −  Grammar

Objective  −  Assess the ability to complete a text using the correct form of the verb   
Technique  −  Completion

   Test 11 with expected answers :

Look at the school on the hill where my father studied 

Nimali used swim in the river when she was very young 

I missed the bus yesterday but I came to school on time 

This is my friend Sharika who won the best actress award 

On Sunday Lasitha went to the market which sells fruit and vegetables
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Observations and Comments on Test 11 :

OBSERVATIONS :

The Test 11 is based on Grammar. The facility of parts in 
Test 11 is as follows.

Part (2) - 9% 
Part (3) - 20% 
Part (4) - 52% 
Part (5) - 14% 
Part (6) - 11% 

The highest facility recorded in test 11 is for part 4. That is 
52% whereas the lowest facility is 9% for part 2. According 
to the graph shown in Test 11 except in part 4 the facility of 
all the other parts, 2, 3, 4 and 5 is below 20%.
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COMMENTS :

The students do not seem to have a good understanding on the use of conjunctions. This direct 
grammar test had not been on their favour although lot of similar activities are available in 
their pupil texts. It is obvious that students find it hard to use linking words to make meaningful 
and grammatically correct sentences. So they should be encouraged to practise long sentences 
using linking words.
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•        Test 12 − Grammar / Reading

Objective  −  Assess the ability to understand the relationship between sentences in a text 
Technique  −  Editing 

   Test 12 with expected answers :

 
run
got
live
said
of
panting
gaining
this / the
stayed
was
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Observations and Comments on Test 12 :

OBSERVATIONS :

The Test 12 is based on Grammar and Reading. Facility 
of parts in Test 12 is as follows.

Part (2) - 47%  Part (7) - 25% 
Part (3) - 46%  Part (8) - 25% 
Part (4) - 18%  Part (9) - 60% 
Part (5) - 17%  Part (10) - 52% 
Part (6) - 15%  Part (11) - 54%

According to the graph shown in Test 12 the highest 
facility 60% is for part 9, where as the lowest facility 
15% is for part 6. Facility for parts, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 is 
below 25% and facility for parts 2, 3, 9, 10 and 11 is 
between 45% and 60%.
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COMMENTS :

In this test the students are  expected to correct the language errors in a given text. It is noted 
that the facility shown in each part varies within the range from 15% to 60%. The highest 
facility lies on the word “live” which they have to use in a simple present sentence with the 
position of second person which is familiar to the candidates. The lowest facility shown in 
part 6 may be due to unfamiliarity of the word “panting” in grammatically correct context. 
In part  4 and 5, the candidates have not being able to identify the use of the verb in the past 
in parts given context. It is very difficult to interpret why the candidates have not been able 
to perform well in part 7 & 8 as they concentrate on a very common preposition and the past 
tense verb. Practising similar activities in class room teaching and assessing would improve 
the performance.  If the students can be given opportunities for peer correction of writing 
tasks with the consultation of the teacher, following by a discussion sessions the students 
will learn to spot errors in texts quickly and correct them.
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• Test 13  −  Reading

Objective  −  Assess the ability to the overall proficiency of language 
Technique  −  Cloze

   Test 13 with expected answers :

the

linemake

builda

mayskinny

whatcan
marathonhours

itothers

early
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Observations and Comments on Test 13 :

OBSERVATIONS :

Test 13 is based on Reading. Facility of parts in Test 13 
is as follows.

Part (1) - 70%  Part (8) - 30% 
Part (2) - 39%  Part (9) - 28% 
Part (3) - 23%  Part (10) - 35% 
Part (4) - 44%  Part (11) - 34% 
Part (5) - 22%  Part (12) - 21% 
Part (6) - 36% Part (13) - 18%
Part (7) - 25% Part (14) - 30% 

The graph has shown the highest facility 70% for part 1 
whereas the lowest facility 18% for the part 13. There are 
only 2 parts above 40% and all the other parts in Test 13 
are below 40%.  

G.C.E.(O.L.)Examination - 2013

English Language - Paper I
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COMMENTS :

The performance of Test 13 was poor. The facility varies from 18% to 70%. The poor 
performance of the candidates reflects the inadequate proficiency of the language.

It should be developed by paying special attention to subject – verb agreement, word order, 
and appropriate use of word classes. These types of tests can be developed by the teachers 
and even by the students themselves to practise in the classroom.

Special instructions should be given to students on how to deal with cloze passages. They 
should be encouraged 
•	 to read the passage several times.
•	 to predict  what word will come next.
•	 to read the cloze passage again after completion to find out errors.
•	 to use the contextual clues.
•	 to identify the language clues.  
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• Test 14 −  Writing

Objectives  −  (a) Assess the ability to write an informal letter using the guidelines
  (b) Assess the ability to interpret a pie chart and writ a description    
Technique  −  Guided writing

   Test 14 :

  
Test 14 : Selection of choices
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Selection of choices

This test offers a choice to the candidates. According to the statistics the majority of the candidates 
have written the informal letter describing a past event. The candidates might  have found it easier to 
write an informal letter than writing a description based on statistical data. 

Only 31% of the candidates have written the description based on the pie chart. The statistical data 
presented in the chart may sometimes have discouraged the candidates in making this choice. Although 
similar writing tests have been repeated in the examination over the last few years the performance 
seems to be very low. 

The format of a letter is very familiar to students and they might have felt it more convenient to write 
a letter to a friend than writing a scientific description.
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Expected Answer :
      
  No 20, Wijaya Mawatha
 Kiribathkumbura,
 Kandy.
 19 th Dec. 2013

Dear Shammi,

The grade 11 students of our school visited an Elders Home in our area. The class teachers 
accompanied us.

There were many elders, some of them looked happy but some were sad, some were feeble. 
They were very happy to welcome us. We did a small drama and sang a few songs to cel-
ebrate the Elders Day. 

We cleaned their rooms and painted the place and made it look nice. We gave all the elders 
gifts and provided lunch and tea to all of them.

They were very happy to watch our drama and some of them joined us in the singing.

I would have been really happy if you too had joined us. I know you like to be with elders 
because you respect them very much. I will tell you more about our visit when I meet you 
soon.

 Your friend,
 Thevin   
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Expected Answers :

The chart shows what the students of my school like to read. Among the books  
they read are novels, short stories, poetry, cartoons, magazines and newspapers.

The majority of the students love to read newspapers which is 30%, the highest 
 percentage 25% of the students prefer to read novels. Short stories are read by 20%  
of the students.

An equal amount of students like to read poetry and magazines which is 10% each.  
A minority of students have a fancy to read cartoons which is the lowest percentage  
of 5%.

The pie chart shows that modern day students do not read many books that are 
 connected to their studies. 



- 41 -
G.C.E. (O.L)  English  Language  Evaluation Report  2013G.C.E. (O.L)  English  Language  Evaluation Report  2013

Observations and Comments on Test 14 (a) :

 

OBSERVATIONS :
Test 14(a) is based on guided writing. Facility of Test 14(a) in 
this question is 19%. 
According to the 2 nd graph, facility for,
Content  –  29%
Language  –  13%
Format and Organization  –  16%
Mechaincs of Writing –  17%
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COMMENTS :
The low facility indicated in Test 14(a), shows that the test had been diffi cult for the 
candidates. This shows the diffi culty the candidates face to include given facts in a guided 
writing task.  Low marks may have been scored due to the following reasons.

• Failure to include all the facts given in the writing task.
• The inability to construct well connected sentences with a good range of 

vocabulary
• The use of meaningful and grammatically correct sentences
• The inability to organize facts in logical order and put them in a meaningful 

paragraph.
• Use of punctuation and correct spelling 

The teachers should encourage the students to organize their writing in the classroom 
paying attention to informal letter writing with the given guidelines. It is very important to 
teach the students to express their ideas in meaningful and grammatically correct sentences. 
When writing letters the students should be made aware of using the proper format of an 
informal letter and to use proper mechanics of writing which will help them to produce a 
good piece of writing.
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Observations and Comments on Test 14 (b) :

  

OBSERVATIONS :

Test 14(b) is based on guided writing. Facility of Test 14(b) is 
15%. According to the 2 nd graph, facility for,

Content    –  26%
Language    –  10%
Format and Organization  –  10%
Machaincs of Writing   –  16% 

Facility of Test 14 (b)

Test 14

Fa
cil

ity

15%15%

20

10

0

  

Facility of Test 14 (b)

parts of Test 14

(out of 3 
marks)

(out of 2 
marks)

(out of 3 
marks)

(out of 2 
marks)

Fa
cil

ity 16%

10%10%

25%

C L O M

26%

10% 10%

16%

30

20

10

0

C
on

te
nt

L
an

gu
ag

e

Fo
rm

at
 a

nd
 

O
rg

an
iz

at
io

n

M
ec

ha
ni

cs
 o

f 
W

ri
tin

g

  

COMMENTS :
The low percentage of 15% shows that test 14 (b) was diffi cult for the candidates. The poor 
performance in writing is the major factor which keeps the candidates from scoring well in the 
examination.
In test 14 (b) the candidates should write a report, based on the information given in a pie chart. 
The low performance level shows that the candidates did poorly in the following areas.

• Content
• Language  
• Format and organization
• Mechanics of writing

This is due to the inability to interpret statistical information and order them logically into 
grammatically correct and meaningful sentences. Another area of concern is spelling and 
punctuation.
Students have to be trained in report writing, interpreting information  and assimilating them 
in their writing.
       based on :- 
 • Graphs
 • Pie charts
 • Tables
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• Test 15 −  Reading

Objective  −  Assess the ability to read, understand and interpret directly / indirectly stated information 
in a long descriptive text     

Technique  −  Answering questions and finding references  

   Test 15 with expected answers :

F
T

T
F
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I wouldn't trade what we have for all the money inthe world

Family relationship

meagre

stared
provide

walls
essay

pondering

Observations and Comments on Test 15 :

OBSERVATIONS :

Test 15 is based on Reading. Facility of parts in Test 15 is as 
follows.

Part 1  –  (a) - 40% Part 4 -  47%
  (b) - 37% Part 5 -   (a)  - 30% 
  (c) - 44%  (b) - 11% 
  (d) - 71%  (c) - 0.7%
Part 2 - 47%    (d) - 3%
Part 3 - 5%   Part 6 - (a) - 4%
      (b) -  27%

The facility of part 1 sub part (d) shows the highest facility 
in Test 15. The lowest facility of this test (0.7%) is for part 5 
sub   part c.   Part 1 sub part a, c, Part 2 and Part 4 are between                         
40% - 50%. The facility level for all the parts and sub parts 
except 1 (d), stay below 50%. 

G.C.E.(O.L.)Examination - 2013

English Language - Paper I
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COMMENTS :

In test 15, it is expected to assess candidates' ability to read, understand and interpret directly 
and indirectly stated information from a long descriptive text. The graph indicates that the 
test has been difficult for the candidates.

The lowest percentage of 0.7% in item 5, sub part C, and item 3 shows the candidates' 
inability to derive the meaning from contextual clues, to identify and write proper synonyms,  
to find correct answers for the questions, and  use of pronouns. These can be attributed to 
poor habits in reading and comprehension. 

Students should be allowed to read longer complex texts that are similar to  Test 15. 
 Students should be encouraged to pay attention to the following areas while writing. 

 (a)    synonyms
 (b)  pronouns – reference to the relevant noun
 (c)  directly stated information
 (d)  indirectly stated information
 (e)  inferring implied information
 (f)  extracting specific information
 (g)  extracting general idea

These types of practices will help the students to be successful in answering Test 15. 
In addition, the passages in the pupil text can be used by the teachers as exam practice 
activities. 
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• Test 16 −  Writing

Objective  −  Assess the ability to write a speech / an article / a story / a dialogue on a given topic    

Technique  −  Guided / Free writing   

   Test 16 :
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Test 16 : Selection of choices

23%

9%

7%

46%

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

16 (1) 16 (2) 16 (3) 16 (4)

46%

7% 9%

23%

Selection of choices

Test 16 offers a wide area of choices for the candidates. The test carries equal marks (15) for each 
choice. The choices were as follows.

1.  Writing an article
2.  Writing a report
3.  Writing a composition 
4.  Completing a story 

The highest percentage of candidates (45%) had written an article on an  environmental issue. Even 
their pupil text has allocated much time to discuss environmental issues. And also the students are 
interested in environmental issues. Therefore the candidates may have had enough vocabulary and 
content matter regarding the issue. This may be the reason for the higher percentage. 

The second highest percentage is for part (4) where candidates had to complete a story. The starting 
sentences given as a clue are quite interesting and look relevant to anybody’s everyday experience. 
Some students like to write stories and even some classroom practices may have encouraged the 
students to select part 4. 

Parts 2 & 3 possess almost equal percentage of 7% & 9% respectively. Sometimes the students 
may have found these two parts difficult compared to parts 1 & 4.       
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Expected Answer :
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Observations and Comments on Test 16 :
 

OBSERVATIONS :

Test 16 is based on guided writing and free writing. 
It has 4 options the overall facility of each option is 
as follows.

Option (1)  –  16% 
Option (2)  –  4% 
Option (3)  –  9% 
Option (4)  –  14% 
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COMMENTS: 
In option 1, the candidates have to write an article to 
the school magazine about “Importance of keeping 
our Environment clean” with the guidelines given. 
Out of the four options in test 16, Option 1 shows the 
highest facility which is 16%. It reveals that writing 
an article is diffi cult for the candidates. The facility 
within the test shows the equal distribution among 
the 4 criteria of assessment. Content, and Format 
and Organization show the equal highest facility 
of 18% over the others, the machanics of writing 
shows 15% and Language shows 10%. Although the 
candidates have facts to write, they don’t have the 
ability to write the facts in a meaningful language 
in logical order. 
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The following guidelines will help the candidates to write a good article.

•	 A good introduction, content and conclusion 

•	 Well connected sentences with good range of vocabulary

•	 Style of language used should be suitable for an article.

•	 Sequential order of facts and well organized ideas.

•	 Well connected meaningful paragraphs (cohesion) paying special attention to the given 

guidelines.

•	 Grammatically correct and meaningful sentences 

•	 Correct punctuation, spelling and clear handwriting

•	 Required length      
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OBSERVATIONS :

The facility for this guided writing is 4%.
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COMMENTS: 
In option 2, of test 16, the candidates have to write a 
news report about an event organized by the “welfare 
society” in their area, using the guidelines. Out of 
the 4 options in Test 16, Option 2 shows the lowest 
facility of 4%. It reveals that most of the candidates 
have not attempted this test item. It is noted that the 
highest facility in this option is shown on content, 
which is 6% whereas the lowest facility on Language 
is 1%. All the candidates who have attempted the 
Question haven’t had the knowledge of required 
language to do the task. The candidates are weak in 
all the areas mentioned. The facility for Format and 
Organization and Machanics of writing show 4% and 
5% respectively. That indicates that the candidates 
are weak in these two areas too.
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The following guidelines would be helpful for the candidates to produce a good news report.

•  A good introduction, body and conclusion

•  Well organized ideas and meaningful paragraphs

•  A good range of vocabulary, relevant to subject content

•  Well connected, grammatically correct and meaningful sentences

•  Correct punctuation, spellings and clear handwriting

•  Required length 

•  Adhering to the given guidelines



- 53 -
G.C.E. (O.L)  English  Language  Evaluation Report  2013G.C.E. (O.L)  English  Language  Evaluation Report  2013

  

OBSERVATIONS :

The facility for this item is 9%.
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Option of Test 16
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COMMENTS: 
The option 3 in Test 16 is a composition on “Increasing 
Rate of Road Accidents in our Country” which was a 
guided writing test. According to the graph option 3 of 
Test 16, shows a facility of 9% which indicates that the  
test had been diffi cult for the candidates. According  to 
the graph the highest facility for Content is 13% and 
the lowest  is  5% for  Language as in the earlier options 
1 and 2. This indicates the inability of the candidates 
to express their ideas and facts in meaningful, 
grammatically correct sentences in well connected 
paragraphs with proper mechanics of writing.
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 The following guidelines would be helpful for the candidates to produce a good composition  including 
the given facts.

•  An appropriate beginning and an end

•  Well organized ideas in meaningful paragraphs

•  Well connected, grammatically correct, meaningful sentences

•  A good range of vocabulary 

•  Correct punctuation, spellings and clear handwriting
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OBSERVATIONS :

The facility for this option is 14%.
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COMMENTS: 
Option 4 in Test 16 is completing a story. The 
facility for option 4 in Test 16 is 14%. The facility 
within the test shows an equal distribution among 
the 4 criteria of assessment. Content shows the 
highest facility (18%) over the others while the 
language shows the lowest facility (8%). It is 
clear that although the candidates have points to 
write on, they are unable to express themselves 
with well organized meaningful, grammatically 
correct sentences in English.   
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 The following guidelines would be helpful for the candidates to produce a good story

•  An appropriate beginning and an end

•  Narrative style of writing

•  Sequential order of events in meaningful paragraphs

•  Well connected, grammatically correct, meaningful sentences

•  A good range of vocabulary

•  Correct punctuation, spellings and clear handwriting

•  Required length

•  Creative writing skills 
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 According to the statistics the candidates have found it difficult to cope with the topics given 
in 4 different options in the writing tasks. In all the four writing tasks the lowest facility recorded is 
for Language. Therefore it is recommended that the candidates should be encouraged, to write simple, 
meaningful, and grammatically correct sentences right from the beginning.

 To develop the writing skills of the candidates different methodologies, variety of writing 
styles should be employed by the teachers. Students should be continuously guided through a variety 
of activities. Activities should be carefully selected from simple to complex with the ultimate objective 
in mind, persistency and controlled guiding are necessary for the students to improve themselves. 
It should be noted that concentrating their efforts from early stages (eg :- Gr 6 - 9) will bring better 
results. Teachers should provide variety of activities with creativity when teaching writing, Activities 
can be taken from Text books ranging from Gr 6 – 9, work books Gr 6 – 11, Teachers Instructional 
Manual and from other supplementary materials.

Teachers should train the students to :-

•		 write compositions using argumentative and expository writing.

•		 develop an accurate and independent style of writing.

•		 write simple paragraphs effectively.

•		 use a variety of vocabulary items in writing. 

•		 produce imaginative and interesting creative writing.

	 •		 write paragraphs adhering to mechanics of writing 

 As writing is an individual skill,  it is better to pay individual attention to each student. It is also 
advisable to make the students aware of the marking criteria for the writing tasks in order to build up 
candidates' confidence to earn good marks. All the candidates should be encouraged to attempt Test 16, 
as 15 marks are allocated for the whole test.
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(1) Expected Answer

 Test 16 - (1)

   

 
 The environment is the surrounding that we live in. The land, water and the air around us 
are  the major components of the environment. 
 
 It is polluted by many ways. Accumulation of garbage is a crucial problem. People dump 
garbage into the waterways and along the sides of the road. Even the authorities concerned 
do not have a proper system of garbage disposal. Air gets polluted by vehicles, factories, 
industries, burning rubbish and garbage. Sound pollution is another major concern to a society, 
human beings contribute to it when they play loud music during functions.   

  Environmental pollution is a threat to human beings, animals and trees. When people of 
a society become sick, it affects the development of the country and people. They have to 
undergo many difficulties such as droughts, floods, landslides etc. When the environment is 
clean and clear the people and the other living beings become happy and prosperous.

 By raising the awareness of the importance of keeping environment clean, we can reduce 
the pollution. According to the Red Indian chief Seatle, the environment is our ancestors.  So 
we should protect it with love and care. If we live close to the environment without any harm 
to it, we will get lots of benefits from it. Let's protect our environment.  
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(2)   Expected Answer

 Test 16 - (2)
 

Welfare Society Building Renovated

 A shramadana campaign was organized to renovate the building of the welfare society of Giragama 
in Yatinuwara divisional secretariat. It was organized by the village welfare society on the 20 th of 
January 2015.

 The purpose of the campaign was to repair the roof of the building of Giragama welfare society, 
which was badly damaged after the heavy rain during the last monsoon. Some other minor repairs of 
the walls and floor of the building were also done. The repair of the building was very important as this 
was the only common building that the village possessed, where the villagers could get together for their 
society meeting and other common affairs of the village.

 The entire roof of the building was repaired replaced with roofing sheets. At least one member from 
each family took part in  shramadana campaign. Everybody took part in the work with much interest and 
the unity of the villagers was highlighted during the campaign. 

 It was estimated that nearly Rs. 50,000/= was saved by this shramadana campaign. The highlight 
of the event was the co-operation given by the villagers to make their community a better one.  

 At the end of the work the villagers were praised by the Divisional Secretary who said that the 
development of the Society would depend on the co-operation and good work of the people. 
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 (3)  Expected Answer

 Test 16 - (3)
  

  

Increasing Rate of Road Accidents in our country 

 Day by day the number of road accidents is increasing in our country. 

 There are different types of accidents that take place on the roads. Sometimes pedestrians 
meet with accidents when they walk along the road or while crossing it. Even motorcyclists and 
trishaws are responsible for accidents on the road. Every day many road accidents happen due to 
many reasons. Electronic media and news papers highlight the increasing rate of road accidents in 
our country.

 When we consider the main reasons for these increasing road accidents, it seems that many of 
the road users do not use the pedestrian crossings to cross the road. Many motorists do not care the 
other road users. As a result they meet with many accidents. when drivers drive after liquor, their 
ability to concentrate, and to be alert is lessened, and they become reckless which is the main cause 
of many road accidents. 

 Anyhow, we have to prevent these increasing road accidents in our country. All the road users 
should obey the road rules. If not they should be severely  punished. There should be rules to 
punish the motorists who use mobile phones while driving and those who drive drunk. There 
should be awareness raising programmes to emphasise the bad effects of the carelessness of road 
users. 

 So, if we consider the above facts and behave accordingly we would  be able to minimize the 
increasing rate of road accidents in our country.
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(4)  Expected Answer

 Test 16 - (4)

 Nishi thought it was strange not to see her pet ‘Stazy’. She called ‘Stazy’, but she could not see it. 
The front door was open. She peeped in to the living room. She called her mother, but her mother was 
sleeping in her room. Nishi rushed to her mother and checked her temperature. It was very high when 
she looked around she saw some medicine on the bed side cupboard. Nishi rang her older sister Uthpala 
who lived next door. She said that mother was really sick and had to be taken to the doctor.

 Nishi suddenly remembered Stazy and ran to the garden but could not find it, she got reckless 
and asked Uthpala whether she saw her, they both walked down the garden and when they came to the 
abandoned well, and looked into it and saw a white ball of snow at the bottom. At once Stazy recognized 
Nishi and started to wag its tail. They called Piyadasa who climbed down to the well and got the dog 
out.

 Stazy was shivering with cold and excitement. Nishi took it into her arms and patted. She ran into 
the house and dried its fur and gave a hot bowl of milk to drink.

 Uthpala said, it was her fault, for not closing the front door after her arrival and  apologized and  
said “ Its ok sister, I’m glad that I found my Stazy” and hugged her sister.   
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Part III

3.0 Factors to be considered when answering questions and suggestions for improvement

3.1 Factors to be considered by the candidates when answering questions

   

 General Instructions for the candidates :

* The index number of the candidate should be written clearly and accurately in the spaces 
provided for it.

* Candidates should always use a blue or black pen to answer questions. They should 
never answer using a red pen or a pencil.

* Correction fluid should not be used in the answer sheet.

* Handwriting should be legible and clear.

* Each question should be read carefully and the candidates should adhere to the instructions 
given in the question paper.

* The candidates have to answer all the tests in the question paper itself.

* The candidates are expected to utilize the full time allocated for the paper at the 
examination.

* The space allocated for the writing tests provides guidance to the candidates about the 
required length of the answer.

 Specific Instructions :

* The candidates must pay their attention to the examples given when answering 
questions.

* Attention should be paid to spelling when transferring information from a text and 
copying it as the answer. Candidates will lose marks for spelling errors. 

* In reading tasks, the candidates must understand the main idea of the text before                         
answering questions.

* The candidates must apply the reading techniques like scanning, skimming and inferring 
when attempting to answer questions related to reading.

* The candidates must not copy chunks from the passages as answers when one specific 
answer (a sentence, a phrase or a word) is expected. Marks will not be awarded for such 
answers.

* The candidates should be able to guess the meaning of a new word according to the 
context.

* In writing tasks the candidates must pay their attention to the grammatical accuracy, 
appropriateness (relevance), mechanics of writing and organization.

* When the options are available for the writing tests, the candidates are advised to follow 
the instructions thoroughly.
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3.2  Comments and suggestions regarding the teaching - learning process

* The teachers should be familiar with the syllabus, the textbooks and the Teachers' Instructional 
Manual (TIM).

* The teachers should plan their lessons well to make teaching more interesting and 
productive.

* The teachers should use resources available to them to facilitate the teaching                                              
learning process.

* The candidates should be given more opportunities to read and write and listen and speak 
English in the classroom.

* The teachers should encourage maximum pupil interaction in English in the classroom through 
group work and pair work.

* The teacher's questioning techniques in classroom teaching helps the performance of the 
candidates in the examination.

* The teachers who prepare students for the G.C.E.(O/L) examination should read the 
'Examination and Assessment Guidelines' issued by the Department of Examinations and 
follow the instructions.

* If there are candidates with weak performance, the teachers should help them to reach at 
least the basic level performance standards mentioned in the 'Examination and Assessment 
Guidelines'.

* In teaching vocabulary, the teachers should go beyond the level of memorizing the spelling 
and practising pronunciation making students aware of word classes and their use.

* The teachers should use new strategies to make teaching more interesting.

* In teaching reading, the teachers should expose pupils to a variety of authentic text types to 
develop their reading skills.

* In answering reading tests, pupils should be informed that short and grammatically correct 
answers can earn full marks.

* In answering 'Wh' questions (especially in test 15), the students should be advised not to copy 
the full sentences unnecessarily from the reading passage. Copying chunks from passages will 
be a waste of time.

* Teachers should encourage students to attempt all the writing activities of the question paper. 
Most of the students do not even attempt the basic writing tests in paper I.

* The teachers should use the same criteria used in the marking scheme, in their classroom tests 
and term tests too.

* The teachers should pay individual attention to the students, especially in teaching 
writing and they should make sure that all writing activities of every child are marked and                           
comments given. It is always better to ask students to rewrite the tasks after the teachers' 
comments.

* Grammar should be taught and tested not in isolation but in context.

* Attention should be paid to 'Language Focus' and  'Language Expressions' given at the 
beginning of each unit. 
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* The candidates should be made aware that marks are awarded for spelling, grammatical accuracy, 
mechanics of writing, format and organization, and that a simple mistake would result in losing 
marks.

* Every teacher who prepares the students for G.C.E.(O/L) examination should be thorough with 
the question paper and the marking criteria every year so that he/she would be able to improve 
the performance level of the students.

* The teachers must get their knowledge updated to be competent in teaching the subject using 
correct methodology to facilitate and motivate the learners.


