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Part II

2.0 Information regarding questions and answers

 2.1  Question paper I

   2.1.1  Structure of the question paper I

* Time allocated for paper I is one hour.

* Paper I includes eight tests and all tests are compulsory. 

* Total mark for paper I is 40.

Question 
(Test) No.

Area of testing Marks Distribution Total

1 Vocabulary 1 × 5 05
2 Grammar 1 × 5 05
3 Vocabulary ½ × 10 05
4 Reading 1 × 5 05

5 Reading 1 × 5 05

6 Writing C - 2,  L - 3 05
7 Reading 1 × 5 05
8 Writing C - 2,  L - 3 05
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2.1.2 Tests and expected answers, marking scheme, observations and comments 

* Observations and comments for the given answers for all the questions in Paper I are based on   
 Graphs 1 and 3 given in page 8 and 11 respectively.

• Test 1  −  Vocabulary

Objective  : Assess the ability to use words appropriately and accurately to convey precise 
               meaning.
Technique   : Fill in the blanks

�  Test 1    

(f)

(d)
(a)

(e)
(c)

Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 1 :

Test 01 is based on vocabulary to assess the ability 
to use words appropriately and accurately to convey 
precise meaning.  The mark allocated for the question 
is 05.The candidates have scored as follows.
 00 - 25  range -    9%
 26 - 50  range -  20%
 51 - 75  range -  15%
 76 - 100 range -  56%
56% of the candidates have obtained more than 76 
marks and 9% of the candidates have obtained less 
than 25 marks. 29% of the candidates have scored 
below 50 marks while 71% of the candidates have 
scored above 50. 

Marks distribution for the question
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Observations and Comments on Test 1 :

Observations :

Test 1 is based on vocabulary. Facility recorded for parts 
of Test 1 is as follows.

Part (2) - 74%
Part (3) - 74%
Part (4) - 75%
Part (5) - 78%
Part (6) - 73%

The highest facility of 78% is recorded for part 5, while 
the lowest facility 73%, is for part 6. 

Facility for part of Test 1
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COMMENTS :
It is observed that more than 70% of the candidates have been able to perform well in test 1, as it is 
based on vocabulary that are used in their day today life. The lowest facility of 73% is for part 6. The 
reason may be that the candidates have got confused with the word 'row' as in the Sri Lankan context the 
'boat ride' is commonly used. Therefore, students should be given more practice on word collocations. 

row the boat
ride a bicycle
drive a car 
fly an aeroplane
sail a ship

The test item has motivated the students to start answering the question paper with confidence. Even the 
weaker students have done this questions to score a good mark. 
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• Test 2  −  Grammar

Objective  −  Assess the ability to use prepositions correctly in a dialogue.
Technique  −  Fill in the blanks.

�  Test 2 with expected answers :

(in)
(of)

(about)

(over)
(to)

Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 2 :

Test 2 is based on grammar to assess the ability to 
use prepositions correctly in a dialogue. The marks 
allocated for the question is  05. The performance 
of the candidate is as follows.
 00 - 25  range -  14%
 26 - 50  range -  33%
 51 - 75  range -  37%
 76 - 100 range -  16%
Only 16% of the candidates have scored above 75 
marks while 14% of the candidates have scored 
below 25 marks. 47% of the candidates have 
scored below 50 marks.

Marks distribution for the question
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Observations and Comments on Test 2 :
   

Observations :

The facility recorded for parts of Test 2 is as follows.

Part (2) - 66%
Part (3) - 70%
Part (4) - 55%
Part (5) - 39%
Part (6) - 31%

As shown, the highest facility recorded was 70% for 
part 3 while the lowest facility remained as 31% for 
part 6. In this question it is notable that the facility 
varies from 70% - 31%.
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COMMENTS :

For the first three parts more than 50% of candidates have been able to perform well because 
the prepositions given were very familiar to them. 
 for you
 in this bag
 lots of books.
The lowest facility was recorded for part 5 and 6  
 Our friends are over there waiting for us.
 Let's run to them.

The term 'over there' might have been an unfamiliar  term for the candidates. But a 
considerable number of them was not able to use the preposition 'to' correctly. In their 
normal conversation they use the preposition 'to' after the word 'go' or 'come'. The word 
'run' may have been more challenging to them. Therefore, it is better to give more exercises 
to students exposing the candidates to many contexts to give them more practice in using 
correct prepositions in different contexts.
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• Test 3  −  Vocabulary
Objective  −  Assess the ability to use appropriate words to describe a picture.
Technique  −  Fill in the blanks.

�  Test 3 with expected answers :

lorry/vehicle

picture

pot sweeping
five/ some/several/5

bed

watching

wallbroom

garden/compound/ picture/ premises/ yard

Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 3 :

Test 3 was based on vocabulary which was to assess 
the ability to use appropriate words to describe a picture 
and the marks allocated for the question was 05.The 
candidates have scored as follows.
 00 -   25  range  -  31%
 26 -   50  range  -  32%
 51 -   75  range  -  30%
 76 - 100  range  -    7%
Only 7% of the candidates have obtained more than 75 
marks and 31% of the candidates have obtained less 
than 25 marks. The percentage of candidates who have 
been able to score more than 50 was only 37 while 63% 
of candidates have scored below 50 marks.
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Observations and Comments on Test 3 :
      

Observations :

The facility recorded for each part of Test 3 is as 
follows.

Part (1) - 29%  Part   (6)  - 65%
Part (2) - 54%  Part   (7)  - 12% 
Part (3) - 20%  Part   (8)  - 35%
Part (4) - 46%  Part   (9)  - 43%
Part (5) - 43%  Part (10)  - 44%

The highest facility recorded is 65% which is for part 
6 and the lowest facility recorded is 12% which is 
for part 7. It is noted that the facility above 50% has 
been recorded only for parts 2 and 6 and all the others 
remain below 50%.
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COMMENTS :

Part 3 has recorded a lower facility of 20%. The answer for it is 'pot'. However, most of the 
candidates have used the word 'vase' - instead of 'pot' 

Most of the candidates had used the term 'vase' which is wrong in this context. In their mother 
tongue they have only one term, for both. Therefore, the students have used 'vase' in place of 
pot. 

Part 7 records a very low facility of 12%. It has been observed that they have used the word 
'looking' instead of 'watching'. If they use the verb 'looking', it should be followed by the 
preposition 'at'. The students have performed low, because of their poor exposure to the language.    

In this regard, it is recommended to give more practice in using appropriate vocabulary in 
different contexts.    
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• Test 4  −  Reading

Objective  −  Assess the ability to read and understand specific information.
Technique  −  Matching  

�  Test 4 with expected answers :
 

     

a

b

f

d

c
 

Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 4 :

Test 4 is a reading item. It assesses the ability to 
read and understand specific information. The 
marks allocated for this test is 05. 
The candidates have scored as follows.
 00 -   25  range  -  14%
 26 -   50  range  -  37%
 51 -   75  range  -  21%
 76 - 100  range  -  28%
Only 49% of the candidates have obtained more 
than 50 marks and 51% of candidates have obtained  
below 50 marks. The percentage of candidates who 
scored below 25 marks is 14%. 

Marks distribution for the question
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Observations and Comments on Test 4 :

Observations :

The facility recorded for parts of Test 4 is as follows. 

Part (2) - 68%
Part (3) - 48%
Part (4) - 38%
Part (5) - 74%
Part (6) - 47%

In this question the highest facility is 74% for part 5 and the 
lowest facility is 38% for part 4. The facility for part 3, 6 and 
4 remains below 50%. 
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COMMENTS :

The reason for the highest facility for part 5 is that, the word 'doctor' in the extracts has a 
connection with the word 'health' in the heading. Therefore, the candidates may have been 
able to answer it correctly.  The lowest facility is recorded in part 4. Here the candidates have 
not been able to identify the relationship between the two phrases,  "An interesting finding" 
with the extract "An old vase has been discovered". The students should be exposed to 
variety of reading materials which will provide opportunities to extract specific information 
from texts. The passage in the pupil texts can be used to practise the reading skills and 
expand the vocabulary power of the students. 
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• Test 5  −  Reading

Objective  −  Assess the ability to extract information from a dialogue to complete a message.   
Technique  −  Transferring information.

�  Test 5 with expected answers :

morning Regal
tomorrow

Ayesha
meet

Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answers to Question 5 :

Test 5 is based on reading to assess the ability to 
extract information from a dialogue to complete a 
message. The marks allocated for the question is 
05. The candidates have scored as follows.
 00 -   25  range  -  32%
 26 -   50  range  -  38%
 51 -   75  range  -  24%
 76 - 100  range  -    6%

As shown, in the pie chart only 6% of the candidates 
have scored above 75 marks while 32% has scored 
below 25 marks. 38% of the candidates are within 
the marks range of 26 - 50 while 30% of the 
candidates have scored over 50 marks.

Marks distribution for the question
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Observations and Comments on Test 5 :

Observations :

The facility of each part of Test 5, is as follows.

Part (2) - 32%
Part (3) - 33%
Part (4) - 40%
Part (5) - 15%
Part (6) - 49%

The overall facility of all parts in Test 05 is below 50%. 
The highest facility recorded is 49% and the lowest is 
15%.
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COMMENTS :

In this test the overall performance of the candidates is low. It indicates that the 
students lack the ability to read and understand a given text in order to extract necessary 
information. To overcome this situation students should be provided with various types 
of text materials to read and they should be given more practice on extracting and  
transforming specific information from one text type to another.
e.g :  from  dialogue to message
 from  paragraph to chart

Part 5 records the lowest facility. The answer requires  the name of one speaker in the 
dialogue. The students might have felt that a name of a person involved in a dialogue cannot 
be used for the blanks. The students should be advised that they should pay close attention 
towards the overall comprehension of the given dialogue.  
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• Test 6  − Writing

Objective  −  Assess the ability to write a reply to a note asking / giving information.  
Technique  −  Guided writing
�  Test 6 :

Expected Answer :

Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 6 :

Test 6 was a guided writing task, which assessed the 
ability to write a notice. The marks allocated for the 
test was 5 [C - 02, L - 03]. The candidates have scored 
as follows.
 00 -   25  range  -  37%
 26 -   50  range  -  31%
 51 -   75  range -  27%
 76 - 100  range  -    5%
The highest percentage of the candidates has scored 
below 25 marks which was 37%. 68% of the candidates 
have scored below 50 marks. Only 5% of the candidates 
were able to score above 76 marks.
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Marks distribution for the question
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Observations and Comments on Test 6 :

Observations :

The overall facility recorded for test 6 is 37%. As shown 
in the second graph the facility for content is 50% and 
the facility for language is 23%, although more marks are 
allocated for language.
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COMMENTS :

The candidates have scored more marks for content than language. It shows that the 
candidates were unable to write grammatically correct sentences. Therefore, the attention 
should be focused on improving the basic writing skills of the students. Students should be 
encouraged to write simple sentences in similar tasks like writing notes, notices, messages, 
announcements etc.

This has always been the issue with writing. Individual attention for writing tasks should be 
paid in classroom teaching. The teacher should correct student writing, give feedback and 
ask them to rewrite the answer.  
As writing is an individual creative skill, it is the responsibility of the teacher to monitor the 
progress of the students. It is the responsibility of the teacher to improve the writing skills 
of students.
   
It will be helpful to follow the standard marking criteria in classroom teaching and give the 
students a proper feedback and guidance for improvement.   
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• Test 7  −  Reading

Objective  −  Assess the ability to read and understand directly stated information in a text. 
Technique  −  Answering Questions.

�  Test 7 with expected answers :

Observations and Comments on Test 7 :
  

(The) doctor's assistant/ his assistant/ assistant of the doctor

to sit (on a / the chair) / sit

Since/ As/ Because the smell was so strong / because of the strong smell 

It's my wife who has the headache, not me.
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Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 7 :

Test 7 is based on Reading, which assessed the 
ability to read and understand directly stated 
information in a text. The candidates have scored 
as follows.
 00 -   25  range  -  40%
 26 -   50  range  -  35%
 51 -   75  range -  17%
 76 - 100  range  -    8%
In this test, 75% of the candidates have scored 
below 50 marks. The candidates who have scored 
above 75 are 08% while 17% of candidates are 
within the range of 51 - 75.

Marks distribution for the question

00-25

40%

26-50

35%

51-75

17%

76-100

8%

Observations and Comments on Test 7 :

Observations :

The facility for parts of Test 7 is as follows.

Part (1) - 33%
Part (2) - 14%
Part (3) - 21%
Part (4) - 36%
Part (5) - 42%

The highest facility of 42% is shown for part 5 while the 
lowest facility of 14% is shown for part 2.  
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COMMENTS :

In test 7 - the overall performance of the candidates is not satisfactory as the facility was 
below 45%. The lowest facility of 14%, is recorded for part 2. It could be due to the fact 
that the candidates had written the directly stated information in the text 'Please sit on the 
chair' instead of 'to sit on a chair'. The next lowest facility is for part 3 which is 21%. Part 
3 is based on giving a reason. So they had been unable to find out the reason to answer the 
question. To overcome such difficulties,

÷ Students should be provided with more opportunities to read various types of 
texts.

÷ Students should be guided to identify both  directly and indirectly stated information 
without writing unnecessary details.

÷ Students should be guided on how to write full answers in sentences as well as 
short answers.

÷ Students should practise different types of questions.  
÷ Students should be informed that they should not copy texts directly as answers.   

   



- 28 -
G.C.E. (O.L)  English  Language  Evaluation Report  2016

• Test 8  −  Writing

Objective  −  Assess the ability to write a paragraph on a given topic.  
Technique  −  Free writing

�  Test 8 :

Expected Answer :

       

Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 8 :

Test 8 is a free writing task which intends to assess 
the ability to write a paragraph on a given topic. The 
marks allocated for the question are 05 [C- 02, L - 03]. 
The candidates have scored as follows.
 00 -   25  range  -  49%
 26 -   50  range  -  29%
 51 -   75  range  -  18%
 76 - 100  range  -    4%
As shown only 04% of candidates have scored above 
75% while 78% of candidates have scored below 50. 
The percentage of candidates who have obtained marks 
within the range of 51 - 75 is 18%.

Marks distribution for the question
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Observations and Comments on Test 8 :

Observations :

The facility for test 08 is 27%. According to the second 
graph the facility recorded for the content is 38% while 
the facility for language is 16%.
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COMMENTS :

It is clear that the candidates have scored more marks for content than language in this writing 
test. This reveals the candidates' inability to produce grammatically correct sentences. Therefore, 
the students should be exposed to more writing tasks in order to improve their writing skills. 
Students should be made aware of the mistakes / errors they make and also proper feedback 
should be given. 
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2.2 Question paper II

 2.2.1 Structure of the question paper II

* Time allocated for paper II is two hours.

* Paper II includes eight tests and all tests are compulsory. Test 14 has two choices 
 whereas test 16 has four.

* The total mark for paper II is 60.

Question (Test) 
No. Area of testing Marks Distribution Total

9 Grammar ½ × 10 05
10 Vocabulary 1 × 5 05

11 Language 
Proficiency ½ × 14 07

12 Grammar 1 × 5 05

13 Reading ½ × 10 05

14 Writing C - 3,  L - 3,  O - 2,  M - 2 10

15 Reading

 1  -  ½ × 4
2  -  1 × 1
3  -  1 × 1
4  -  ½ × 1
5 -  1 × 1
6 -  ½ × 2
7  - ½ × 2

 

02
01
01
01
01
01
01
08

16 Writing C - 5,  L - 5,  O - 2,  M - 3 15
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2.2.2  Tests and expected answers, marking scheme, observations and comments

* Observations and comments on answering all the questions in Paper II are based on Graphs 2(a), 2(b) and 3.

• Test 9  −  Grammar

Objective  −  Assess the ability to use conjunctions appropriately to complete a text.   
Technique  −  Fill in the blanks.

�   Test 9 with expected answers :

after 

berore

during

whenever

so

while

As soon as Since

unless

until
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Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 9 :

Test 9 is based on grammar in order to assess the ability to 
use conjunctions appropriately to complete a text. 5 marks 
have been allocated for this test.
The candidates have scored as follows.
 00 -   25  range  -  30%
 26 -   50  range  - 49%
 51 -   75  range  -  17%
 76 - 100 range  -    4%
The highest percentage of students has scored within 
the range of 26 - 50. It is 49%. The lowest percentage 
of candidates has scored above 76, which is 4%. 17% of 
candidates have scored above 50 and 30% of the students 
have scored below 25.

Marks distribution for the question
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Observations :

The facility recorded for parts in Test 9 is as follows.

Part (1) - 58%  Part (6) -  32%
Part (2) - 16%  Part (7) -  18%
Part (3) - 50%  Part (8) -  20%
Part (4) - 19%  Part (9) -  25%
Part (5) - 51%  Part (10)- 25%

The highest facility recorded is 58% for part 1 and the lowest 
facility recorded is 16% for part 2. It has been observed that 
except part 1, 3 and 5, all the other parts show a low facility.
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COMMENTS :

The low facility rates of Test 9 reveal the inadequate proficiency of the candidates in using 
appropriate conjunctions in a text. Therefore in classroom teaching, students should be given 
enough practice in using conjunctions in meaningful contexts. Teachers are advised to select 
suitable texts for this purpose and provide more activities. 
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• Test 10  −  Vocabulary

Objective  −  Assess the ability use words appropriately to complete a factual text.     
Technique  −  Fill in the blanks.

�   Test 10 with expected answers :

      

considerable

perishable

accumulate
mistaken

chokes

Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 10 :

Test 10 is based on vocabulary which is to assess the ability 
to use words appropriately to complete a factual text. 5 marks 
have been allocated for this test. The candidates have scored as 
follows.
 00 -   25  range  -  43%
 26 -   50  range  -  41%
 51 -   75  range  -  11%
 76 - 100  range  -    5%

84% of the candidates have scored below 50 marks while 
only 16% of the candidates have scored above 50 marks. The 
percentage of candidates who have  scored above 75 is only 5% 
whereas 43% of the candidates are below the range, 00 - 25.

Marks distribution for the question
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Observations and Comments on Test 10 :

Observations :

The facility of parts in Test 10 is as follows.

Part (1) - 25%
Part (2) - 14%
Part (3) - 25%
Part (4) - 37%
Part (5) - 22%

The highest facility of 37% is recorded for part 4 while 
the  lowest facility of 14% is recorded for part 2. Facility 
of all the other parts in test 10 is between 22% and 25%  
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COMMENTS :

It is obvious that the performance for the test is comparatively at a low rate as it is based 
on vocabulary of the target language. The candidates have to understand the contextual 
meaning of the text as well as the meaning of the phrases given in brackets. 

When the candidate is equipped with the skills mentioned, he/she is capable of selecting the 
correct answer from the word box. As there are 3 extra vocabulary items in the word box 
the task had become more difficult for the candidates.

So, the teachers should encourage the students to read (extensively) other reading materials 
along with the text books. More activities of this nature should be practised in the classroom. 
The skill of referring to a dictionary (English - English) should be reinforced among students 
by giving them several activities and assigning extensive activities.   
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• Test 11  −  Language Proficiency

Objective  −  Assess the ability to identify the specific information.   
Technique  −  Answering questions.

�   Test 11 with expected answers :

   

expel because his
never persuaded

science

he

the bulb

story egg

housekeeper and

loved

Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 11 :

Test 11 is based on language proficiency through a 
modified cloze. 7 marks have been allocated for 14 
blanks. The candidates have scored as follows.
 00 -   25  range  -  33%
 26 -   50  range  - 31%
 51 -   75  range  -  18%
 76 - 100 range  -  18%
As shown in the pie chart the highest percentage of 
candidates have scored below 50. It is 64%. Only 
36% of candidates have scored above 50.

Marks distribution for the question
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Observations and Comments on Test 11 :

Observations :

The facility recorded  for parts of Test 11 is as follows.

Part (1) - 29%  Part   (8) - 67%
Part (2) - 44%  Part   (9) - 39%
Part (3) - 41%  Part (10) - 53%
Part (4) - 54%  Part (11) - 34%
Part (5) - 21%  Part (12) - 49%
Part (6) - 33%  Part (13) - 59%
Part (7) - 35%  Part (14) - 51%

The highest facility indicated is 67% while the lowest  
facility is 21%.
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COMMENTS :

When considering the facility rates of each part, it is clear that the candidates have performed 
fairly well in Test 11. They have shown an average performance. The lowest facility is on part 5, 
which is 21%. The correct word for part 5 is 'persuaded'. It can be assumed that the candidates 
have not understood the meaning of that word. The students' performance can be improved 
through exposure to similar cloze passages in the classroom. Similar cloze passages should be 
selected from other sources apart from the text book.

Eg :  Newspaper articles.
 Extracts from journals, magazines etc. 
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•        Test 12 − Grammar

Objective  −  Assess the ability to report information correctly. 
Technique  −  Completion. 

�   Test 12 with expected answers :

      

would tell

places I/we had visited had saved

whether she could

what I had

 
Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 12 :

Test 12 is based on grammar in order to assess the ability 
to report information correctly (Reported Speech). 05 
marks have been allocated for this test. The candidates 
have scored as follows.
 00 - 25  range -  73%
 26 - 50  range -  16%
 51 - 75  range -    8%
 76 - 100 range -    3%

Only 3% of candidates have obtained more than 75 marks 
and 73% of candidates have scored below 25 marks. 8% 
of candidates have obtained marks within the range of    
51 - 75 and 16% of candidates have obtained marks within 
the range of 26 - 50. Altogether only 11% of candidates 
have been able to obtain above 50 marks whereas 89% of 
candidates have got below 50.

Marks distribution for the question
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Observations and Comments on Test 12 :

Observations :

The Facility for parts of Test 12 is as follows.

Part (2) - 15%   
Part (3) -   6%   
Part (4) - 20%   
Part (5) -   5%   
Part (6) - 11% 
  

The highest facility recorded is 15% and the lowest  
facility recorded is 05%. In all parts the facility has 
remained extreamly low.
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COMMENTS :
This test seems to be very difficult for the candidates as they have to convert the direct question 
forms into indirect speech. Though the situation created in the question is authentic, most of the 
candidates have been unable to grasp that the question is based on indirect speech. The lowest 
facility of 5% has been recorded for part 5. It was due to the fact that reported question had to 
be formed using 'whether' or 'if'. The average learners find it difficult to form such questions due 
to inadequate proficiency of the target language. Hence the students should be given a thorough 
practice in transferring both direct statements and questions into indirect speech. Constant 
practice in similar tasks will help the students to develop their overall language proficiency.      
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• Test 13  −  Reading

Objective  −  Assess the ability to read and understand a set of instructions. 
Technique  −  Categorizing.

�   Test 13 with expected answers :

b

d

g

j
k

c

e
f

h
i

Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 13 :

Test 13 is based on Reading in order to assess the 
ability to read and understand a set of instructions. 
5 marks have been allocated for this test.
The candidates have scored as follows.
 00 - 25  range -    9%
 26 - 50  range -  18%
 51 - 75  range -  48%
 76 - 100 range -  25%

73% of candidates have scored above 50 marks 
while 27% of candidates have scored below 50 
marks. 
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Marks distribution for the question
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Observations and Comments on Test 13 :

Observations :

The facility of parts in Test 13 is as follows.

Part   b - 83% Part   g - 76%
Part   c - 84% Part   h - 87%
Part   d - 74% Part   i  - 53%
Part   e - 37% Part   j  - 80%
Part   f - 73% Part   k - 72%

The highest facility of 87% is recorded for part 'h' while 
the lowest facility  of 37% is recorded for part 'e'. The 
facility of each part is recorded above 70% except for the 
parts 'e', and 'i'.
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COMMENTS :

In this test the candidates were asked to put the letter of each instruction in the relevant 
column either ‘library’ or ‘factory’. The better performance of the candidates shows that 
they were successful in scoring marks for this test. Performance is satisfactory in this regard 
as the words related to instructions for library are familiar (silence, reference, membership, 
study table, audio visual) to the candidates while the other instructions  which are to be 
observed by the visitors to a factory are contrasting. Since the overall facility of the test item 
is satisfactory, it seems that the average learners can score marks.

It is interesting to observe that the test item 'c', which states the obvious rule for library is 
answered by 84% of students, but it should have gone up to more than 90%. It means that 
16% of students don't understand and perceive what they read even though the question is 
very simple. This should be taken into consideration by the teachers. Poor understanding of  
the vocabulary item 'Reference' and 'Audio' in part 'e' and 'i' has hindered the candidates in 
getting the answers correct. 
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• Test 14 −  Writing

Objectives  −  (1) Assess the ability to write a formal letter.
  (2) Assess the ability to interpret a bar graph and write a description.
 Technique  −  Guided writing

�   Test 14 :
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Test 14 was based on guided writing in order to assess the ability to
   (a) write a formal letter
 (b) interpret a bar graph and write a description.

10 marks have been allocated for the question [C - 3, L - 3, O - 2, M - 2]. As shown in the graph 35% of  
candidates have chosen 14 (a) while 42% of candidates have selected 14 (b). 23% of candidates have not 
attempted the question 14. Therefore, much attention should be paid by the students for similar tasks.
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Expected Answer :   

The Director
National Museum
Colombo

Dear Sir,
Permission to visit the Museum

I am the secretary of the English Literary Association of my school. The members of this association have 
decided to visit the museum unanimously. There are about 50 members in our association, accompanied by 
05 teachers planning to visit the museum on 28 th of December 2016 at 10 a.m.

We request you to allow us a tour guide so that all the items which are on display can be explained to 
our members and also we like to see the special collection of coins. We believe that it will expand our 
knowledge and understanding of our history.

Furthermore, we seek your permission to photograph our national treasures. After our tour of the premises, 
we kindly request you to allow us to have our lunch in the Museum grounds. We promise that we will not 
litter the grounds.

I anticipate your favourable response as soon as possible.

Thank you
Yours truly,
..............................
Secretary 
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Expected Answers :
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Expected Answer :   

 The above bar graph shows the leisure activities of some students of the Southern Province. Chess, 
Tennis, Swimming and Cycling are the activities that are taken into consideration.

 It is obvious that swimming is the most popular among both boys and girls with a percentage 
of around 90. The percentages of both girls and boys for swimming are almost equal, which is a notable 
feature in the graph apart from other bars. Tennis remains at the lowest position having 50% for girls and 
30% for boys. Cycling is less popular than swimming but it is more popular than Chess and Tennis. Girls' 
preference for both Chess and Cycling is lower than the boys; while girls' preference for both Tennis and 
Swimming is higher than boys'.

 In conclusion, it is apparent that, irrespective of gender, both girls and boys are involved in indoor  
as well as outdoor activities. 
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Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 14 :

The candidates have scored for question 14 as 
follows. 
 00 - 25  range -  53%
 26 - 50  range -  27%
 51 - 75  range -  12%
 76 - 100 range -    8%

53% of candidates have obtained below 25 marks 
for this question and only 8% of candidates have 
scored above 75 marks. Altogether only 20% of 
candidates have obtained marks above 50.

Marks distribution for the question
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Observations and Comments on Test 14 :

Observations :

This bar graph shows the facility of the two options in Test 
14.

Option (a) -  23%
Option (b) -  26%

The facility of both options are extremely low. The highest 
facility of 26% is recorded for option (b), which is the graph 
interpretation.  
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Observations :

According to the graph given, the facility for each 
criteria is given below.

Content  -  32%
Language  -  18%
Format and Organization  -  19%
Mechanics of Writing  -  24%

The highest facility is for the content and the lowest 
facility is for the language.
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COMMENTS :

The low facility recorded for Test 14 (a) indicates that the candidates have shown poor performance 
in letter writing. Comparatively, the highest facility recorded was for the content and the lowest 
facility for the language. It reveals that, though the candidates had ideas relevant to the content, 
they lack the ability to construct grammatically correct meaningful sentences to complete the 
task. Also it seemed that they were not aware of the format and organization of a formal letter. 
In the classroom teaching, students should be well - trained to write both formal and informal 
letters. When developing the writing skills of the students paying individual attention is of vital 
importance. It is advisable to pay special attention to the grammatical accuracy in their writing. 
And also it is very important to correct their writing tasks and give them immediate feedback.

The long term effect of not correcting the writing tasks, and not instructing the students to  
re correct their errors, is reflected in the charts given above.   
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Observations and Comments on Test 14 (b) :

Facility for part of Test 14 (b)
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Observations :

This graph shows the facility for each criteria.

Content  -  36%
Language  -  20%
Format and Organization  -  20%
Mechanics of Writing  -  27%

The highest facility recorded is 36% which is 
for the content and the lowest facility is 20% for  
each language and organaization. It is interesting to 
note that 26% of the candidates have selected 14(b), 
the bar graph over 14(a), the formal letter.
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COMMENTS :

The facility indicated in Test 14 (b) shows that the candidates have not been successful in 
answering the question. The low facility for language, format and organization reveals the 
inability of the candidates in constructing grammatically correct meaningful sentences. The 
candidates should be given enough  practice to interpret statistical information clearly and 
logically into correct meaningful sentences. The students should be taught the essential 
vocabulary to compare and contrast the information given. They should be given a variety 
of statistical information in graphs, pie-charts, tables etc and write simple descriptions and 
reports in the class-room level. In every writing task the grammatical accuracy should be taken 
into consideration encouraging the students to write a good piece of writing maintaining the 
cohesion of the text. In the meantime special attention should be drawn towards correct spelling 
and punctuation. 
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• Test 15 −  Reading

Objective  −  Assess the ability to read and understand / interpret directly / indirectly stated information 
in a descriptive text.

     
Technique  −  Answering questions.  

�   Test 15 with expected answers :
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the world's fastest sprinter / runner

He was touched by the boy's / his sincerity

nervous

advice

skinny
hush

Jesse Owens / skinning boy
hard training

Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 15 :

Test 15 is based on Reading in order to assess the 
ability to read and understand and to interpret directly 
and indirectly stated information in a descriptive text. 8 
marks have been allocated for the test. The candidates 
have scored as follows.
 00 -   25  range  -  53%
 26 -   50  range  -  27%
 51 -   75  range  -  13%
 76 - 100  range  -    7%

The highest percentage of students have obtained 
marks within the range of 00 - 25, which is 53% while 
the lowest percentage of students have scored 76 
marks or above, which is 7%. 

Marks distribution for the question
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Observations and Comments on Test 15 :

Observations :

The facility recorded for parts in Test 15 is shown below.

Part 1 i  - 83% Part 6   (a)  - 27% 
   ii  - 59%  (b)  - 14%
 iii - 76% Part 6   (a)  - 31%
 iv - 55%  (b)  - 15%
Part  2  - 18%  
Part  3  -   7%  
Part  4  - 19%
Part  5  - 42%

The highest facility recorded is 83%, that is for part 1 - i, a True/
False question. The lowest facility recorded is 07% for part 
3. The overall performance of Test 15 is less satisfactory.
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COMMENTS :

Though the students have been given enough practice in improving reading skills, still the 
reading and understanding of a given text, is below the expected level. The reason for unsatis 
factory performance is that they lack the basic reading skills: scanning, skimming, guessing by 
context, inferring etc. For most of the students reading is mechanical. Teachers should make 
reading an enjoyable activity for the students providing a variety of interesting text types for 
them to read and enjoy.

Reading habit should be encouraged among students as a pleasant experience rather than 
completing a given task. The skills of skimming and scanning should be developed. Students 
should be allowed to read longer complex texts too. They should be encouraged to find answers 
on their own initially to simple questions for which answers can be found easily and next to 
more complex questions.

When reading becomes enjoyable, rather than tedious task, understanding a text becomes 
simple. Teachers are the main facilitators to make this happen. The habit of reading among 
students should be inculcated from the initial level of study for them to acquire reading skills 
in a short time. 
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• Test 16 −  Writing

Objective  −  Assess the ability to write  1. an article to a magazine
   2. an essay on a given topic
   3. a speech
   4. a dialogue     
Technique  −  Guided  writing.   

�   Test 16 :
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Test 16 : Selection of options
Selection of option
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Test 16 offers a wide range of choice for the candidates to produce a sample of their writing. The test 
carries equal marks (15) for each choice. The selection of choice is as follows. 

1. Writing an article  -  17%
2. Writing a  speech  -  10%
3.  Writing an essay  -  25%
4. Completing a dialogue -  16%

The rest of the 32% of candidates have not even attempted to write an answer.

Comments :
The highest percentage of students (25%) have selected 16(c), which is "Lets protect our forest" may 
be it is due to the fact that the children are familiar with the topic, as the related facts taught from grade 
06 onwards. The second highest in selection is 16(a) "My ideas about different types of entertainment" 
which stands at 17%. 

The lowest percentage of students have selected 16 (b) which is the speech. Majority of the students 
have less experience in making a speech in the target language and they find it very difficult to write 
a speech.

A considerable percentage of candidates (32%) has not attempted to answer this question though it 
carries 15 marks. So, it is advisable to take this into serious consideration and relevant measures should 
be taken to enhance the writing skills of the students.   
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    Expected Answer :

(c)   
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Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 16 :

The candidates have scored as follows.
 00 -   25  range  -  64%
 26 -   50  range  -  19%
 51 -   75  range  -  12%
 76 - 100  range  -    5%

Only 5% of candidates have scored above  
75 marks while 64% of candidates have scored 
below 25 marks. 17% of candidates have scored 
above 50 marks, altogether 83% of candidates have 
scored below 50 marks.

Marks distribution for the question
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Observations and Comments on Test 16 :

Observations :

Test 16 is based on guided writing and free writing. It 
has 4 options and the overall facility of each option is 
as follows.

Option (1) -   6%  
Option (2) - 20%  
Option (3) - 25%  
Option (4) - 17%

The option 16(c) has the highest facility rate where the 
option 16(a) has the lowest facility rate. 

Facility for part of Test 16

17%

25%

20%

6%

0

10

20

30

16(a) 16(b) 16(c ) 16(d)

Parts and Sub Parts

F
a
c
i
l
i
t
y

Fa
ci

lit
y

Facility for Test 16

Options

6%

20%

25%

17%

30

20

10

0
16(a) 16(b) 16(c) 16(d)

Fa
ci

lit
y

Facility for Test 16 (a)

16 (a)

Facility for part of Test 16

6%

0

10

20

16(a)

F
a
c
i
l
i
t
y

6%

Option

20

10

0



- 56 -
G.C.E. (O.L)  English  Language  Evaluation Report  2016

Observations: 

Test 16 (a) is based on a guided writing. The facility for 
test 16 (a) is only 6%. The candidates have performed 
as shown below.

Content  -  8%
Language  -  5%
Format & Organization  -  7%
Mechanics of Writing  -  5%

Facility of Test 16 (a)
Fa

ci
lit

y

(out of 5 
marks)

(out of 2 
marks)

(out of 5 
marks)

Marking criteria for 16 (a)

(out of 3 
marks)

C
on

te
nt

La
ng

ua
ge

Fo
rm

at
 a

nd
 

O
rg

an
iz

at
io

n

M
ec

ha
ni

cs
 o

f 
W

rit
in

g

Facility for part of Test 16(a)

5%

7%

5%

8%

0

10

20

C L O M

a

16

Parts and Sub Parts

F
a
c
il

it
y

8%

5%

7%

5%

20

10

0

COMMENTS :

In option 16(a) it is expected to write an article on the topic "My ideas about different types 
of entertainment". The performance of the candidates who selected 16 (a) is alarmingly poor.  
Even with the given guidelines the candidates have not been able to produce a sufficient piece 
of writing. The facility recorded for all four criteria is very low. Out of the four criteria given 
for assessing the article, content holds the highest position obtaining 8% of facility while 
Language and Mechanics of writing remain the lowest obtaining a facility of 5%. It is obvious 
that candidates get low marks for language even though more marks (5) have been allocated 
for that.

Hence the teachers should implement a variety of pedagogical methods to enhance the writing 
skill of the students from Grade 6 onwards.

The following guidelines will help students to write a good article.
-  The habit of reading should be inculcated in the students. In this regard the teacher can 

guide the students to read good articles in newspapers and magazines.
-  Pay attention to how the introduction and conclusion are written.
-  The use of appropriate vocabulary related to the topic.
-  Punctuation, spelling and clear hand writing.
-  Grammatically correct sentences that sense a meaning.
-  The writing style
-  Suitable length of the article along with meaningful paragraphs. 
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Observations: 

Test 16 (b) is based on a speech and the facility for 
this guided writing task was 20%. The candidates have 
performed as shown below.

Content  -  23%
Language  -  15%
Format & Organization  -  23%
Mechanics of Writing  -  19%
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COMMENTS :

The overall performance of Test 16(b) (speech) is seen as less satisfactory. The lowest facility 
shown for the language reveals the candidates' inability to construct grammatically correct 
sentences in the target language. Therefore, it is very essential to train the students to deliver 
speeches within the classroom. The following guidelines should be taken into consideration in 
order to guide the students to deliver a good speech, which in turn will facilitate them to answer 
questions like 16 (b).  

-  An appropriate beginning and an end which is suitable for a speech.
-  Using conversational language.
-  Sequential order of facts and well-organized ideas.
-  Paying attention to the given guidelines.
-  Grammatical accuracy 
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Observations: 

Test 16 (c) is a guided writing task based on writing an 
essay. The facility of this test is 25%. The candidates 
have performed as shown below.

Content  -  30%
Language  -  19%
Format & Organization  -  29%
Mechanics of Writing  -  24%
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COMMENTS :

It is a common fact that, in all writing tests the performance of the candidates was unsatisfactory. 
It may be due to the fact that the candidates lack the proficiency of the target language. Hence 
as a remedy the writing skills of the students should be developed extensively within the 
classroom exposing them to more writing activities. It is recommended to improve the writing 
skills from simple writing tasks to complex writing tasks. Basically the students should be 
guided to construct simple sentences and to use them in simple, short paragraphs. 
Eg : Writing a short paragraph on a given topic etc.

Later they should be guided towards more detailed, complex writing tasks like writing essays, 
stories, articles etc. paying attention to the following areas.  

-  An appropriate beginning and an end which is suitable for the given task.
-  Using grammatically correct meaningful sentences.
-  Developing a good range of vocabulary relevant to the topic.
-  Well connected meaningful paragraphs paying attention to the given guidelines.
-  Correct punctuation and spelling with clear handwriting.
-  Required length. 

Finally marking the writing activities of the students, having a standard marking criteria and 
to give them an immediate feed back are essential to improve the writing skills of the students.
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Observations: 

Test 16 (d) is based on a free writing. The facility for 
test 16 (d) is 17%. The candidates have performed as 
shown below.

Content  -  21%
Language  -  13%
Format & Organization  -  20%
Mechanics of Writing  -  16%
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COMMENTS :

In Test 16(d) the candidates are asked to complete a dialogue. The facility for 16(d) shows that 
the students who have attempted this question have not been successful. The facility for  content  
format and organization is almost the same though the marks allocated for those two criteria 
are 5 and 2 respectively. It shows that the content that has been written by the candidates is not 
of that required length and standard. Language remains the lowest facility though more marks 
(5) have been allocated for that. Facility of 16% shows that the candidates have problems 
regarding mechanics of writing.

The following guidelines will help the students to write a good dialogue.    

-  The dialogue should be built up with the opening sentence/ chunck given at the start in the 
question. The content and the conclusion of the dialogue should be well connected to the 
given start.

-  Pay attention to the writing style of the language.
-  The use of contractions and punctuation marks in a dialogue is of vital importance.
-  Affirmative forms and interrogative forms should be accurate, meaningful and relevant.
-  Vocabulary related to conversation should also be taught.
-  Students should be exposed to various simple and complex situations where dialogue form 

is used.
-  Individual attention during writing tasks and following a standard marking criteria are 

essential along with proper feed back. 
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(1) Expected Answer

 Test 16 - (a)

 'Entertainment' is a pleasant experience in one's life because any type of entertainment makes 
you relaxed and stress free. In today's busy fast moving world having an entertainment has become an 
essential part in one's life.

 People do so many things as entertainment. Listening to music, watching films, doing sports, 
playing instruments, gardening, travelling, singing dancing, etc. are some forms of entertainment. 
What you need is to do it in a pleasant manner in order to get relaxation and satisfaction. Even cooking 
meals in the kitchen can be an activity of entertainment if you enjoy doing it.

 Having any form of entertainment in one's life is very important because it keeps you away 
from your daily monotonous life and provides you enjoyment. Entertainment refreshes your mind and 
gives you a pleasant soothing effect, while you are exhausted after a hard day's workload. For example 
playing a musical instrument differs from watching a film. The one who plays the musical instrument 
not only entertains himself but also the other listeners as well. Watching a film is something personal 
and individual.

 Playing the guitar is my choice of entertainment. I have been doing this since my childhood. 
It gives me immense pleasure because, when I play my guitar I not only entertain myself but entertain 
the others as well. So it makes me happy. And also so far I have studied the field of music to a greater 
extent. Therefore I feel that my choice of entertainment has made me knowledgeable as well. Not 
only that, if there is dedication you can divert your choice of entertainment into a source of income as 
well.    
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(2)   Expected Answer

 Test 16 - (b)

Honourable Sir/ Madam

 Honourable president, secretary and my dear colleagues, its a great pleasure for me to speak a 
few words on the advantages and disadvantages of the internet which is of vital importance at present.

 My dear friends, we have stepped on to a well-advanced technological era where people have 
ample access to a wide variety of modern communication. One such foremost source is the internet 
which links the whole world together.

 In our day to day life internet is the most popular, beneficial and the fastest mode of 
communication as its scope is wider. It can bring the whole world to your doorstep at a mere click. 
In today's world  almost everything is done via the internet for example, trade and business, banking, 
education, entertainment etc. People need not to waste their time on travelling up and down and waiting 
in queues. The internet has made the life of the people easy and comfortable in every way giving access 
not only through the computers but also through the mobile phones you use and the smart watch you 
wear. Actually, internet is an immense source of knowledge. Students can make use of such sites like 
Yahoo and Google in order to enhance their learning. Today e-books are very popular among students.

 Whatever the benefits that the internet provides, in a way it is an evil friend. It has a lot of 
disadvantages as well. It is a common fact that no one is responsible for the quality of information it 
provides. The information can be either true or fake which makes you deceived. Today some social 
web sites have become so destructive as they directly ruin the personal life of people. Such activities 
may lead a person even towards the death. When considering the disadvantages of the internet another 
clear fact is that people get addicted to the internet and make their lives miserable. It is apparent that 
most of the students have got addicted to the internet neglecting their studies. They search sites that are 
not suitable for them at all.

 Finally, I would like to say that, it should be the responsibility of each and everyone to avoid  
harmful effects of the internet and make the maximum use of it in a constructive manner, I wish you 
best of luck

Thank you.
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(3) Expected Answer

 Test 16 - (c)

 As Sri Lankans we are very fortunate because we have been gifted with many forests throughout 
the island. Before civilization the man was only a part of nature. Gradually with human civilization and 
modernization the man has become the controller of nature. Ultimately he became the victim of this 
vicious cycle. Then the concept of protecting nature and forests is a topic that needs much discussion.

 Forests are valuable in every aspect. We can realize the importance of forests by the action 
taken by the UN. They have included valuable forests in the world as natural world heritage sites.  
Sinharaja rain forest in Sri Lanka is one of the sites. Forests reduce the risk of landslides as they hold 
a large amount of water. Further forests are habitats for wild life. Some endemic animals, birds as well 
as some rare vegetation can be found in these valuable forests. For the proper functioning of climate 
throughout the world the existance of forests are absolutely needed. Apart from all these we could 
immediately feel the comfort they give to a weary traveller; the shade, cool breeze, fresh air and for 
eyes, what a magnificent:

 The more valuable the forests are, the more destruction the forests face. One of the ways that 
the forests are destroyed is by  cutting down trees for valuable timber. As population increases, the 
demand for agriculture also rises. Consequently man clears land for agricultural purposes. As a result  
man encroaches the forests for the survival. Natural disasters like forest fires are common in some 
countries specially in hot climate.

 What the modern man experiences today is the results of the negative impact of the destruction 
of forests. Climate changes drastically as the man's reaction to the nature has no bounds. Increase of 
temperature is be unbearable and the rainfall is also irregular unlike the past. All these negative points 
affect the people, plants and animals directly and indirectly.

 In order to have a better world for all mankind what can we do to protect our forests? Awareness 
programmes along with reforestation must be put into practice. Attitude of the importance of simple 
living should  be highly stressed. If the heart is big enough to think that the man is also a part of nature, 
the existence of forests is undoubtedly safe. 
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(4)  Expected Answer

 Test 16 - (d)

 
Ruwini : Ah! Yes. I can remember that once you had a collection of pictures of ruins and 

some ancient temples.
Rajan : Still I have that with me and now I use my computer to save pictures.
Ruwini : Is that so? Then I can send you some pictures that I had taken when we visited 

Anuradhapura last year.
Rajan : It's nice of you and thank you very much! By the way, didn't you go on a safari 

recently? I know that it's one of your favorites.
Ruwini : Why not? During the last school vacation we went on a safari to Minneriya. We 

saw a huge herd of elephants. 
Rajan : Were there tuskers as well?
Ruwini : Yes. There were few. The baby elephants were so much playful. I love to watch 

them and I never get tired of it.
Rajan : Haven't you visited Udawalawe, where we could see elephants in their natural 

habitat?
Ruwini : Yes. I have. I also got the chance to feed a baby elephant at ''Eth Athura Sevana,'' 

with a feeding bottle. It's so exciting.
Rajan : Why don't we plan to visit another sanctuary or a forest where we could see other 

animals and birds?
Ruwini : That's a good idea. Let's try Yala this time?
Rajan : Ok. Let's keep that in mind.
Ruwini : Great!
Rajan : Anyway my uncle invited me to join him to visit the Eastern Coast? He says that 

anywhere in the dry zone we could see some sort of ruins. 
Ruwini : Yes. I know Rajan that most of the ruins are well conserved by the Arcaelogical
  Department and the excavations are still being carried out. 
Rajan : That's right Ruwini. I too love to do some sort of findings, and when I travel with 

my uncle. I will be able to see some of the eye-catching views of Sri Lanka as he 
is very much interested in seeing the beautiful sights.  

Ruwini : Really! Then you could relax well and he'll never miss Nilaweli beach and Trinco.
Rajan : Can you join me if my uncle allows?
Ruwini : Sure! Then let's keep in touch.
Rajan : Ok. See you Ruwini.
Ruwini : See you. Bye!
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Part III

3.0 Factors to be considered when answering questions and suggestions for improvement

3.1 Factors to be considered by the candidates when answering questions

   

 General Instructions for the candidates :

* The index number of the candidate should be written clearly and accurately in the spaces 
provided for it.

* Candidates should always use a blue or black pen to answer questions. They should 
never answer using a red pen or a pencil.

* Correction fluid should not be used in the answer sheet.

* Handwriting should be legible and clear.

* Each question should be read carefully and the candidates should adhere to the instructions 
given in the question paper.

* The candidates have to answer all the tests in the question paper itself.

* The candidates are expected to utilize the full time allocated for the paper at the 
examination.

* The space allocated for the writing tests provides guidance to the candidates about the 
required length of the answer.

 Specific Instructions :

* The candidates must pay their attention to the examples given when answering 
questions.

* Attention should be paid to spelling when transferring information from a text and 
copying it as the answer. Candidates will lose marks for spelling errors. 

* In reading tasks, the candidates must understand the main idea of the text before                         
answering questions.

* The candidates must apply the reading techniques like scanning, skimming and inferring 
when attempting to answer questions related to reading.

* The candidates must not copy chunks from the passages as answers when one specific 
answer (a sentence, a phrase or a word) is expected. Marks will not be awarded for such 
answers.

* The candidates should be able to guess the meaning of a new word according to the 
context.

* In writing tasks the candidates must pay their attention to the grammatical accuracy, 
appropriateness (relevance), mechanics of writing and organization.

* When the options are available for the writing tests, the candidates are advised to follow 
the instructions thoroughly.



- 66 -
G.C.E. (O.L)  English  Language  Evaluation Report  2016

3.2  Comments and suggestions regarding the teaching - learning process

* The teachers should be familiar with the syllabus, the textbooks and the Teachers' 
Instructional Manual (TIM).

* The teachers should plan their lessons well to make teaching more interesting and 
productive.

* The teachers should use resources available to them to facilitate the teaching                                              
learning process.

* The candidates should be given more opportunities to read, write,  listen and speak English 
in the classroom.

* The teachers should encourage maximum pupil interaction in English in the classroom 
through group work and pair work.

* The teacher's questioning techniques in classroom teaching help the performance of the 
candidates in the examination.

* The teachers who prepare students for the G.C.E.(O/L) examination should read the 
'Examination and Assessment Guidelines' issued by the Department of Examinations and 
follow the instructions.

* If there are candidates with weak performance, the teachers should help them to reach at 
least the basic level performance standards mentioned in the 'Examination and Assessment 
Guidelines'.

* In teaching vocabulary, the teachers should go beyond the level of memorizing the spelling 
and practising pronunciation making students aware of word classes and their use.

* The teachers should use new strategies to make teaching more interesting.

* In teaching reading, the teachers should expose pupils to a variety of authentic text types 
to develop their reading skills.

* In answering reading tests, pupils should be informed that short and grammatically correct 
answers can earn full marks.

* In answering 'Wh' questions (especially in Test 15), the students should be advised not 
to copy the full sentences unnecessarily from the reading passage. Copying chunks from 
passages will be a waste of time.

* Teachers should encourage students to attempt all the writing activities of the question 
paper. Most of the students do not even attempt the basic writing tests in paper I.

* The teachers should use the same criteria used in the marking scheme in their classroom 
tests and term tests too.
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* The teachers should pay individual attention to the students, especially in teaching 
writing and they should make sure that all writing activities of every child are marked and                           
comments given. It is always better to ask students to rewrite the tasks after the teacher's 
comments.

* Grammar should be taught and tested not in isolation but in context.

* Attention should be paid to 'Language Focus' and  'Language Expressions' given at the 
beginning of each unit.

* The candidates should be made aware that marks are awarded for spelling, grammatical 
accuracy, mechanics of writing, format and organization, and that a simple mistake would 
result in losing marks.

* Every teacher who prepares the students for G.C.E.(O/L) examination should be thorough 
with the question paper and the marking criteria every year so that he/she would be able to 
improve the performance level of the students.

* The teachers must get their knowledge updated to be competent in teaching the subject 
using correct methodology to facilitate and motivate the learners.


